Connecting You with Christ and Community

Great is Thy Faithfulness is a classic hymn which assures us of God’s faithfulness during

Lord, when did we see You?

these very challenging times. As Highland weathered the pandemic, we have received many
mercies as well as delivered mercies to hundreds of our members, our friends and neighbors in
the community and the world around us. Comfort and restored hope were provided for many
in need, and was possible due to your generous stewardship gifts.
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV)

Faithful to our members and friends
“Morning by Morning new mercies I see”
We have resumed in-person worship but paced ourselves as the pandemic continues to challenge us. Our
Reopening Committee has dealt with many challenges and guideline changes. They have worked diligently
to guide Highland and keep each of us safe.
Highland’s strong legacy of music for all ages can be seen and heard from the voices of the Chancel Choir,
the Contemporary Worship Team, the Bell Choir, as well as talented in-house soloists and instrumentalists.
All faithfully making a joyful noise in God’s house.
We have undertaken a church-wide study of “The Story” which is the chronological narrative of the Bible
condensed into 31 chapters. It allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel. We
share our learnings and reactions in ten discussion groups. There has been strong participation and we
have distributed almost 400 books.
After Rev. Dr. Rabey announced his upcoming retirement in August 2022, Highland appointed a Pastor
Nominating Committee, and started the search for a new Head Pastor, who will lead us forward on a path
into the future.

We stayed connected with each other during the pandemic in many ways:
 Our upgraded technology enabled us to livestream our worship services as well as record them and
present them on YouTube. They have been viewed weekly by approximately 600 people.
 We can also livestream other events in our Sanctuary, including Dorothy Rose Smith concerts and
memorial services.
 Zoom technology has enabled us to continue doing our church business by allowing Session, Deacons,
and Trustees, as well as numerous other committees to hold hundreds of meetings to complete their
duties.
 We initiated online giving to enable continued financial support as well as a Legacy Giving program for
gifts to our endowed Highland Fund and Building Fund.
 Many small groups stayed connected via Zoom.
For the 40th year Highland members participated in our annual Giving Tree ministry by contributing funds
to purchase gifts for our less fortunate neighbors.
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Highland members generously donated to support our local and international needs through Marketshare
and our annual Alternative Gift Catalog.
Highland members continued to support the Christmas Joy Offering and One Great Hour of Sharing. These
Presbyterian Church (USA) annual fundraisers support Presbyterian church workers in need and provide
leadership development for minority communities.
Our Quilters continued their quilt ministry, creating quilts to comfort ailing members and friends, welcome
new babies, and for special tributes and events. They make quilts for local organizations.

We completed the project to refresh the Narthex with the beautiful Highland Display Wall.

We had 21 new members join Highland during the pandemic.
We completed our beautiful Memorial Garden with engraved bricks which contain the names of our loved
ones.
Our Health and Hope Ministry continued to support and uplift families struggling with addiction. Highland
hosts weekly AA meetings.
The Deacons are contacting our senior members via phone, cards, and email.

The Care and Share ministry sent about 350 newsletters and activity sheets to seniors every month.

Pastoral Care volunteers continue to contact congregation members who are in need.

Women’s Ministries (PW) packed forty Christmas gift bags for the residents at Elderwood Nursing home.
Highland provides worship space to Lighthouse Imani Presbyterian church, meeting space to Boy Scout
Troop 99 and practice space to the Corsair Blue Jazz Orchestra.

Three men’s breakfast groups continued to meet and share fellowship.

Highland continued to host Veritas Preschool which nurtures and develops young Christians.
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Faithful to our children and youth
“All I have needed Thy hand hath provided”
Our Children’s ministry includes Sunday School at both 9:30 am and 11:00 am services.
“Creative Moment with Jenn” happens at both services to energize and focus our children on
the lesson for the day. Family care packages were assembled for all families with schoolaged children and younger as encouragement for each family to connect with one another,
themselves, and God at the start of the new school year.

Our Youth group (6th thru 12th grade)
participated in mission week, a Youth
Retreat at Highland, two Overnight
campouts, several outdoor movie nights,
and a snow tubing event. Our Youth stayed
connected in mini groups and they
assembled school supply kits and
delivered them to Church World Services,
who distributed them around the world.
We had five youth confirmed this year. The
new Tweens (TNT), our 4th thru 5th
graders join the Youth Group once a month
for games and activities.

Upward Basketball continued to
encourage the physical, social, and spiritual
growth of over 180 youth in our
community.
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Our Highland staff has demonstrated their faithfulness by serving our members with their
time and talents throughout these challenging times.

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey,
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff

Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne,
Associate Pastor for
Congregational Care

Donna Stettler,
Receptionist/Facilities Coord.

Jessica Henry,
Communications Coordinator

Dr. Paul Thorlakson,
Music Director

Mike Hutchinson,
Groundskeeper

Josh Witmer,
Contemporary Music Leader

Steve Smith,
Facilities Supervisor

Rev. Dr. Bob Burns,
Parish Associate

Jennifer Weitzel,
Interim Director of Christian Ed.

Abby Dupler,
Children’s Music Director

Migde Lucas,
Custodian

Mike Nolt,
Church Administrator

Will Massey,
Director of Youth & Missions

Jonathan Lefever,
IT/Media Coordinator & Organist
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Linda Brackbill,
Food & Fellowship Coordinator

Faithful to our community and world around us
“Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide”

Our faithfulness shone brightly through our
intergenerational mission team who spent
hundreds of hours during four days in July
performing restorative construction tasks on a
house rehabilitated by Habitat for Humanity.

Highland’s Matthew 25 committee members led two six-week
Lenten discussion groups using the book Lent of Liberation:
Confronting the Legacy of American Slavery by Cheri Mills. The
committee also encouraged Highland members, friends, and
family of all ages to participate in the Race Against Racism.

An intergenerational team of Highlanders
worked efficiently to fill 10,000 bags of
nutritional rice-based meals for Rise Against
Hunger in a little over an hour. These meals will
be shared and distributed to hungry families
around the world.

Earth Care – Highland became a partner with the Interfaith
Partners for the Chesapeake and participated in Water Week. A
group from Highland participated in intergenerational tree
planting events with Donegal Trout Unlimited and in Buchanan
Park.
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We formed a new Highland Afghan Resettlement Initiative. The
goal of HARI is to help resettle Afghan girls/women and families who
have been forced to flee their homes. In partnership with Church
World Service and others, Highland is preparing to welcome Afghan
refugees into the Lancaster community.

Highland continued to faithfully engage our community by working to support various local
organizations dedicated to addressing food insecurity, safe and affordable housing,
education, domestic violence, and mental health.

Mindfulness

Highland continues its commitment to support life-sustaining ministries in Central and
South America and East and Central Africa. Highland provides financial support for Juan
Calvin Orphanage in El Salvador.
Our missionaries around the world include:

Caroline Kurtz in Ethiopia

Rev. Dr. Noe & Laurie Juarez in Peru

Ryan & Krista Ginn in Cameroon

Erin Atkinson in Mexico

Heather & Habtom Kedebe in Ethiopia

Cathy Chang in the Philippines

7

Faithful to our church
“Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow”
The 2022 pledge form and reply envelope are included in this mailing packet. We invite you to
personally present your pledge on Sunday, November 21 at our combined 10:00 am worship
service. This service will comply with all COVID-19 guidelines. Or consider mailing your pledge
envelope to Highland in the reply envelope.
We hope that you will make a faithful pledge to enable the dynamic ministries at work at
Highland.
May God bless you with His faithfulness as you seek His guidance.

Connecting You with Christ and Community
500 East Roseville Road, Lancaster, PA 17601-6412
Website: www.HighlandPC.org | Email: info@HighlandPC.org
Phone: 717-569-2651

FOLLOW US!
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