
CANDIDATES FOR THE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) 
 

What is the Pastor Nominating Committee, and why do we need one? 

 

On April 6, 2021, Pastor Roger Rabey announced to Session that he will be retiring next summer, effective 
July 31, 2022.  Since that time, Highland’s Nominating Committee (NC) has worked hard to assemble a slate 
of people to be considered for the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  The PNC comprises representatives 
from the congregation who will conduct the search for a new senior pastor to lead Highland.  At the June 27, 
2021 meeting, the congregation will elect and commission the PNC to begin the search process which will 
culminate in bringing a recommendation for the new senior pastor to the congregation for a vote. 

 

The PNC consists of nine members from which one will be chosen as chair by the members of the committee.  
Nine has been consistently recommended as the optimum number by the Presbytery and churches like 
Highland.  Candidates for the PNC must be members of Highland and not currently on staff.  The committee 
should represent the diversity of ages and ministries and a balance of men and women.  Service on the PNC 
may require a commitment of weekly meetings for over a year in addition to personal time reading resumes, 
making phone calls, listening to sermons, conducting interviews, traveling to other churches, and other 
related activities. 

 

The Nominating Committee asked volunteers in the congregation who were interested in serving on the PNC 
to submit a candidate information form or recommend individuals who might want to serve.  After carefully 
and prayerfully considering the many impressive forms that were received, the NC formed the slate of nine 
individuals. 

Barbara Denlinger 

 

Barbara is a retired elementary educator and volunteers at LGH in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit as a cuddler and greeter.  She has been a member of Highland 
for 37 years and has been active in many ministry areas, including 12 years 
serving on the Worship and Music Committee, soloist and member of the Chancel 
Choir since 1981, member of the Highland Bell Choir, shepherd/leader with 
Vacation Bible School, Sunday school teacher for children, elder from 2017-2020, 
and serving on search committees for Children’s Music Director and Director of 
Music Ministry.  She would look forward to the opportunity to be a part of the 
search for a pastor who will help Highland live out Jesus’ love in today’s world.   



Jeff Doane 

 

Jeff and his wife, Sally, joined Highland eight years ago, and both have been active 
in the life of the church.  Jeff has been involved in numerous leadership activities 
at Highland: Session (responsible for church communications), Strategic Planning 
Committee, Stewardship, leader of the Care and Compassion team and Senior Life 
Institute, Choir, Matthew 25, Men’s Breakfast Group discussion leader.  He 
retired from the Hershey Company in 2009 where he was Director of 
International Systems.  Jeff loves bike riding, kayaking, pickle ball, reading about 
history, guitar playing and singing with the Lancaster Symphony Chorus.  He is 
passionate about connecting people with Jesus and using our God-given skills and 
talents for the church and for others to make a difference in the world.  He 
believes there is a very short list of things in church life that will have a bigger 
impact on the future of our church than serving on the PNC.  He would look 
forward to collaborating and prayerfully working with the group to discern God’s 
calling for our next senior pastor. 

Barb Droz 

 

Barb has been married to George almost 40 years and has two adult children.  
She has been a member of Highland for 23 years and has been actively involved in 
numerous ministry areas.  These include Clerk of Session (2016 to present), elder, 
deacon, Bible study leader, home communion server, Power Packs volunteer, 
Veritas Preschool liaison and Bell Choir member.  She also has been Presbyterian 
Women moderator and member of Connect More Effectively, Nurture Spiritual 
Growth, and A-team.  Barb has been involved in working out the implications of 
the “Holy Cow” survey results and the recent “Canoeing the Mountains” strategic 
effort.  She feels called to serve to find the right Senior Pastor who will help 
Highland live out its mission of connecting us with Christ and Community. 

Dick Entz 

 

Dick is married to Rae Ann and has one son who is a PC(USA) pastor.  Dick brings 
a rich diversity of Highland experience to the PNC.  He has served on two 
associate pastor nominating committees and twice on Session; he is currently on 
Trustees and has been on the Global Mission committee since 1990.  He has been 
in the choir for 36 years; helped lead Christian Education while on Session; taught 
children’s and adult’s Sunday School; participated in youth, adult, and 
intergenerational mission trips; and is currently participating in the Earth Care 
initiative.  Dick cares deeply about our congregation and its future.  With his 
commitment to worship, Christian education, and mission, he would look forward 
to bringing this diverse perspective to the search for our senior pastor. 



Eric Hoerner 

 

Eric and his wife Margot have been Highland members since 1992 and have been 
married for 33 years.  They have three adult children and one grandchild.  Eric 
served as a CEO in the corporate world for 20 years and has over 40 years board 
of director/trustee experience.  He says he learned what it means to have a spirit 
of servant leadership and how critical a spirit of discernment and stewardship is 
in all things.  He served five times on session since 1994 and has chaired several 
committees:  Stewardship, Finance, Worship, and Nominating.  He taught the 
Confirmation Class for five years and several adult education courses.  He also co-
chaired the Finance Committee and Major Gifts Committee of the 2006-2008 
capital campaign.  He’s been a member of the Wednesday Men’s Breakfast Group 
since 1992.  Eric also serves on the Executive Committee of Lancaster Theological 
Seminary and as part of that committee recruited an interim president for the 
seminary in 2020.  Eric would consider it an honor to serve on the PNC. 

Evelyn Lisi 

 

Evelyn is a second generation Highland member (by marriage); her husband, 
Philip, was active as a Highland youth and her parents-in-law have both past and 
presently served Highland in various capacities. In support of family ministries, 
Evelyn has volunteered in the nursery and preschool, Sunday School and Vacation 
Bible School.  She has helped with the afterschool program, and her children have 
participated in church musicals.   In addition, she has participated in Alpha and 
several small group studies.  In her teaching career, she had experience on hiring 
teams. Evelyn recognizes that the person leading our church is crucial to the 
growth and health of our congregation.  As part of the PNC, Evelyn wants to bring 
her perspective as a parent of young children and listen to what the more senior 
generations are thinking about to prayerfully move Highland into the future.    

Nancy Messner 

 

Nancy and her husband, Mark, have three children, ages 23, 21 and 17.  They 
started coming to Highland around 2005 and officially joined in 2006.  Nancy has 
served Highland in a number of ways including teaching Sunday school, as a 
Deacon, as part of the Youth Pastor Search Committee in 2016, currently serving 
on the Youth Advisory Committee, and has participated annually in the Mars Hill 
Mission trips. All three of her children were very active in Sunday school and 
youth group.  Nancy would look forward to the opportunity to serve on the PNC 
and is excited to see what God has planned for the future of Highland.  She prays 
and trusts that He will lead us in the direction of His choosing. 



Scott Orndorff 

 

Scott has been married to Sandra for 28 years, and they have three adult children.  
They have been active members of Highland.  Scott led the young couples “Christ 
Care Group” for over five years; he’s a past member of Session and is currently a 
Trustee.  He’s been a long-term member of the Parenting Sunday School group 
and has gone on numerous Mars Hill and West Virginia mission trips.  He has a 
lengthy history of interviewing and hiring people for important roles in his 
corporate experience.  Scott believes this is a critical season for our church and 
being able to assist in selecting our future leader is a huge opportunity and 
responsibility. 

Leigh Shuman 

 

Leigh, a retired radiologist, has been a member of Highland for 29 years and has 
been actively involved.  He currently has several leadership positions at Highland:   
member of Session (and served multiple past terms), chair of the Worship and 
Music Council, and chair of the Reopening Task Force.  He also served on the 
Donegal Presbytery Committee on Ministry, is part of the Wednesday Men’s 
Breakfast, and assists in ushering and greeting.  He has a strong faith and 
commitment to Highland, both now and in the future.  Leigh was part of the 
“Canoeing the Mountains” strategic effort and wants to be part of the vision that 
will lead Highland forward. 


