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Greetings Highland Family,       November 2020 
 
What a crazy, challenging year 2020 has been!  It has tested our patience, our humor, 
and maybe even our faith.  But as we approach the season of Advent, the beginning of 
our church year, we have much for which to be thankful.  Our Advent wreath candles 
encourage us to celebrate hope, peace, joy, and love; culminating in celebrating the 
birth of CHRIST!  
 
Our writers were presented with the Lectionary passages for the Sundays of Advent, 
focusing on the theme of each candle.  Some writers may have chosen the same scrip-
ture passage as the basis for their writing, but with their own, individual thoughts. 
Thank you everyone for sharing your personal reflections.  They are a blessing to all. 
 
Many thanks to Laurie Juarez and Will Massey for guiding the children and youth in 
their responses for the Sunday devotionals. 
 
This Devotional would not have happened without the gracious assistance of Jerry 
Rothacker, Averril Good, Doug Good, Barry Wood and Donna Stettler, Thank you so 
much. 
 
May you each have much hope, peace, joy and love to celebrate in the new year! 
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November 29, 2020      First Sunday of Advent 
 

What is HOPE? 
 

Emerson - Something that helps you keep going when times get tough. 
 
Hutchins - Hope is not giving up. 
 
Caroline – Hope is knowing that Covid is going to end.  God, Jesus and my family give 
me that hope.  Hope is an emotion that you feel.  In a difficult time, you hope that the 
difficult time will pass. God and Jesus give me hope because they are always there for 
you and are in your heart. 
 
Maggie – Hope is a feeling that something is going to go right; and will end well.  I 
know from experience that it will all be ok. 
 
Maisie – Hope is not giving up.  Keep doing it.  You want something, but it doesn’t hap-
pen – I have hope that it can.  My family gives me hope. 
 
Cammie - If you don’t have hope, you might not have joy, you might not have peace, 
you might not feel love. It’s important to feel hope and feel hopeful. I think it can help 
you get through the time that you’re in and be able to move forward and look forward in 
a positive manner.  
 
Anthony - Without hope, most of us wouldn’t be here. Because if people come to a hard 
situation, if they don’t have hope, they’re not going to overcome it.   
 



Monday, November 30, 2020    1 Corinthians 1: 7 

Bible Passage: “Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed, He will keep you strong to the end…” 

Reflection:   I lost my father at a young age and my mother faced raising three children 
on her own.  I watched my mother as she struggled financially to meet our needs, so by 
the age of 14, I was working two jobs.  Having an income was security for me. 

Then one day it happened, my job was eliminated and I personally did not have an in-
come.  My faith has always been a part of my life with being active in the church, daily 
devotionals,  prayer although during this time of being without a job allowed me to dig 
deeper into my faith and come to grow in my faith in a way that I could not have imag-
ined. 

I remember taking the time to mediate on what God has given me.  I have family who 
loves me, a home, food, a car and a community of fellowship at the church.  God has 
taken care of me and I need to thank him for the basic needs I have and realize where 
they came from.  God is letting me know, “I have been here all along, I was not going to 
let you fall.  Now is the time to focus on our relationship so you can continue to grow 
with me and lean on me.”   

In The Message, the passage above reads, “Just think-you don’t need a thing, you’ve got 
it all! “ We have hope in God.  During that year of unemployment my faith and commit-
ment to helping myself grow as well as helping others grow in their faith became more 
of a priority and continues to as I approach life with the security of knowing the hope 
God gives me, everyday, through the relationship I have with him.  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help us to hold on to the hope you show us each day, in the 
relationship we have with You and everything You have done for us already.  Amen. 

       Leslie Aikens, Deacon  

Hope 



Tuesday, December 1, 2020                                                   Mark 13: 26-27, 32-33, 37 
 
Bible Passage:  “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens (…) “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be 
on guard! Be alert You do not know when that time will come (…) ‘Watch!’”  
 
Reflection: When I initially read this passage, it did not seem to be an Advent scripture.  
Advent is a time when we are preparing for the Messiah to be born.  This passage is Je-
sus discussing the apocalypse.  These two topics seemed to be direct opposites: begin-
ning and end.  As I reflected on the scripture, I realized that the common denominator 
was waiting.  We are waiting for the birth of Jesus but also waiting for Jesus to return.  
The time and the hour of Jesus’ return is unknown, but that does not mean that we 
should not be preparing for this time.  
 
During this time of year, we are all caught up in the busyness of the commercial season.  
We forget about the spiritual side of Christmas and the importance of watching for Jesus 
to return.  Do we have our lives in order?  Have we lived the life that Jesus taught us? 
The end of time seems frightening to me, however if I have followed the instructions we 
are given by Jesus, for almost any modern situation, we will join the angels and our an-
cestors in the glorious heavens.  
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord Jesus, help us to remember the real meaning of Advent, as a time of 
preparation for the most wonderful miracle that ever occurred.  Help us to keep our 
hearts and minds on the spiritual side of Christmas.  Amen. 
         
      
   Pam Gress, Deacon 



Wednesday, December 2, 2020      1 Corinthians 1: 7 

 

Bible Passage: “Therefore, you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for 
our Lord Jesus to be revealed.” 

 

Reflection:  Kenneth Chafin, tells this great story: His grandmother loved reading books 
and asked Kenneth to check out books for her from the library. Every time grandma 
would get a new book, she would eagerly read the last chapter first. Surprised by this, he 
asked, why do you read books like that? Grandma answered: ‘If I don’t like the way a 
book ends, I don’t see any sense wasting my time reading it.’ 

 

In 1 Corinthians 1, the apostle Paul is helping the congregation to see the end of their 
story: In the midst of turmoil and difficulties God calls the ‘eclessia’, the church of Cor-
inth to overcome evil, hate, divisions through the sharing of their spiritual gifts. The 
apostle Paul affirms that they do not lack any spiritual gift ( 7). God called them into 
fellowship with Jesus (9). 

 

Today, as we await to celebrate Christmas in these strange times of pandemic and racial 
divisions, may God affirm in each of us all the spiritual gifts.  I can personally testify 
that the brothers and sisters at Highland have the gift of generosity, gift of encourage-
ment, gift of teaching the word of God, gift of serving as deacons, as mission volunteers, 
gift of music, caring for each other and for the community and many more. Perhaps the 
most important gift is the gift of unity. In the 62 years of Highland’s life, there have 
been all kind of challenges, yet the congregation has stood united.  

 

In this Advent season, the season to await with renewed hope in Jesus Christ, the end of 
our story is to overcome all kinds of evil and live joyfully in the agape loving presence 
of God here and now and in eternity. 

  

Prayer: God of hope, I thank you for this amazing congregation of Highland, I thank 
you for their gifts for ministry and mission; may they continue being a blessing for the 
church and the community now and forevermore. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

 

      Rev. Dr. Noe Juarez, Associate Pastor  

 



Thursday, December 3, 2020      Psalm 80:3 

Bible Passage: “God, come back! Smile your blessing smile. That will be our salva-
tion.”  

Reflection: These 3 short sentences, from The Message translation of Psalm 80, are re-
peated twice in this psalm, both near the beginning and at the end. They are clearly at 
the heart of these verses. I find the image of God smiling “his blessing smile” to be an 
immense comfort to read and to envision. Even if I don’t know what God “looks” like, 
these words bring a rush of warmth and calm over me.  

As I write this, hope is hard to come by, and the sermon series about Unshakable Hope 
has not yet begun. Hope may be even harder to come by when this is being read in De-
cember. Who knows? If we have learned anything in 2020, it is that life is unpredicta-
ble, and that we can take nothing in the world around us for granted. While we could 
have seen the outlines of the divisive political environment and its effect on this elec-
tion year, who in January could have foretold the twin upheavals of a global pandemic 
and a renewed quest for racial justice? Every day there is news that shakes our world 
and makes us wonder if our future will be anything like our past. Many of us had grown 
comfortable and are really struggling in a world turned upside-down.  

And yet these verses assure us that one thing has not changed-God. Many of the verses 
we read in this weeks’ lectionary are written by people in trouble. Despite this, God 
sends a message of Hope, that if we keep our eyes open and our minds focused, we 
might glimpse that “blessing smile” and find that God indeed is our salvation. May it be 
so. 

Prayer: Dear God, In this Season of Advent, give us the hope that comes from your 
blessing smile, and keep our focus on what really matters-You. Amen. 

        Leigh Shuman, Elder 



Friday, December 4, 2020        Psalm 80:7 
 
Bible Passage: “Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we 
may be saved.” 
 
Reflection:  The other night at dinner one of my boys questioned if God is still doing 
things in the world.  He asked us what kind of miracles still exist or are miracles just 
something from the Bible and long ago?  As I began to talk to him about this, I realized 
how many ways I can give evidence of God’s presence and work in our lives - even 
when we don’t feel like it is there.   
 
For many of us, this year has been very difficult - or at least very uncomfortable. We 
might have found ourselves feeling like we are in the wilderness. Like we are living in a 
world that looks very different than the one we were in a year ago or the one we ex-
pected 2020 to be. How then, in this strange world of 2020, of pandemics and unrest, 
can we find hope and see God’s face?  For me, hope is the belief that this is not all there 
is to life. Hope is the knowledge that whatever we experience, God is with us.  Hope is 
recognizing the myriad of ways that God is moving all around us and all the miracles 
he’s continuing to work. Even on the hardest of days, God shines His face on us and 
gives us hope.  Praise be to God! 
 
Prayer:  Lord, I am so grateful that you are present during difficult times. Lord, you are 
walking with us all the time, even when we feel alone.  Help your people to see all the 
ways that you are blessing us and providing for us, in spite of difficulties.  God, we are 
grateful for this Advent season to be reminded of the hope that we have in you through 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
          
        Allison Brown, Elder 



Saturday, December 5, 2020      Psalm 80:19 
 
Bible Passage: “Lord, God of Hosts, restore us; make thy face shine upon us that we 
may be saved.” (New English Bible) 
 
Reflection:  Bishop Desmond Tutu has said this about hope.  “Hope is being able to see 
that there is light despite all of the darkness.”  In the past seven months, we have had 
many darkness moments – the COVID-19 pandemic, racism and political divisiveness, 
to name a few.  At times, it seems chaos is spreading and the light and freedoms of de-
mocracy are being questioned.  Sometimes it is hard to see that light of hope. 
 
The verse from Psalm 80 tells us that God’s face shines on us as our hope.  As I think 
about God’s face, I remember a song I learned in high school chorus called “What Color 
is God’s Skin?”  In the lyrics, a little son asks his daddy this question.  The dad replies 
that “It’s black, brown, it’s yellow.  It is red, it is white.  Ev’ry man’s the same in the 
good Lord’s sight.”  What a wonderful message that is just as important today as it was 
in the 1970’s.   
 
It was a vision of hope to experience the 57-member virtual choir singing the “Star 
Spangled Banner” to open the Democratic National Convention.  These children and 
adults were of different races, ethnicities, religions, ages and gender and from all 50 
states, District of Columbia, Cheyenne Nation and the 5 territories.  How inspiring it 
was, giving a message of hope and unity to our country.  I believe each of them is God’s 
shining face of hope.  When we have hope, peace can find its way into our hearts and 
lives. 
 
Prayer:   Dear God, may we be thankful and grateful for all people in our country and 
our world.  May we remember that we are your shining face to the world, bringing light 
and hope through the darkness.  Amen. 
 
         Barb Denlinger 



December 6, 2020      Second Sunday of Advent 
 

What is peace? 
 
Emerson - Peace is to be at rest. 
 
Hutchins - Peace is when there are no bad things. 
 
Caroline - Peace is when it is quiet - like “peace and quiet” and it is peaceful.  Peace is 
when everything is fair and there is no fighting.  Everyone is treated the same way and 
everyone has equal rights. 
 
Maggie – Peace is when there is no fighting and everyone gets along; nothing bad is 
happening and everything is calm 
 
Maisie – Peace is quiet – when no one is bothering you.  It’s calm. 
 
Henry - Peace is pretty important, I feel like peace is just important to everyone.  
  
Miles - The opposite of peace is bad, and so peace is good. 
 
Calvin – Peace means to me that there is no fighting and to feel good inside. 
 
Ms. Laurie – When I hear the word peace, I always think of the “peace that passes all 
understanding”.  When you’re in the midst of confusion, stress or chaos - yet you feel 
peace - you know that it comes from God. An inexplicable calm where there should be 
none. 
 
Will – Peace is when relationships have been restored, and is a sign that God is making 
things right. 
 
 
                                                           



Monday, December 7, 2020      Isaiah 40: 1 
 
Bible Passage:  “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer:  God, I don’t understand how you do it. I’m amazed by your patience and 
strength. To look down into this mess that I’ve made, the tangled, painful, loneliness. 
And you breathe peace and life to restore, and comfort, and calm. In to the maelstrom 
you send a Savior. Thank you LORD. Amen 
         Jeff Brown 



Tuesday, December 8, 2020       Isaiah 40: 4 

Bible Passage:  “Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.” 

Reflection: Yahweh is determined to deliver his people through Jesus. No obstacle, 
whether mountain, hill, rough ground, or rugged places, will keep our Lord from saving 
us from sin and death. The ground is leveled and made straight, a highway for our God. 
He wants to, He can, and He will deliver us. We are destined to be delivered. If this 
good news doesn’t fill us with a sense of peace, nothing will. As it says in this passage, 
the way of the Lord is to be prepared! But sometimes I wonder just how much prepara-
tion needs to be done for ME in order for the Lord’s glory to be revealed? How much 
smoothing and leveling does He have to do for me? How about you? 

There are times when I know I have created obstacles for God. I think humans are 
prone to building mountains, valleys, hills, and rough ground. Our stubbornness, pride, 
egocentrism, hard-heartedness, and lack of caring keep us from experiencing the power 
of the Almighty to be sovereign in our lives. However, humans are like the grass, unre-
liable, here today and gone tomorrow. We are no barrier to God’s grace, what we do in 
this life is no barrier. He will endure forever, full of grace for all people. Again, the 
peace of God reigns! 

How did God level the field, eliminate the obstacles for us? He did it through Jesus, the 
one for whom the path is made straight. This is the message of Christmas, that God sent 
His only son into the world to save us from our sins and give us eternal life. He came as 
a baby and lived a sinless life of oneness with God, no self-made mountains or valleys 
to overcome. How precious is His love for us, and how mighty is the arm of God to 
make low the mountains we create? How much can we love Him? As much as He loves 
us, ETERNALLY! 

Prayer: Almighty God, Thank you for the blessing of Christmas, the peace of the 
knowledge of deliverance through Jesus, and eternal life. Amen 

         DeeDee Rabey 

 

Peace 



Wednesday, December 9, 2020      2 Peter 3: 13-14 

 

Bible Passage: “But God made a promise to us.  And we are waiting for what he prom-
ised – a new heaven and a new earth where goodness lives… Try to be at peace with 
God.” 

 

Reflection:  Currently there seems to be little peace in any facet of our outward lives.  
Our senses are assaulted by the frightening news of the Covid 19 pandemic, including 
inconsistent numbers of decreasing of cases, mass unemployment, a disrupted econo-
my, interrupted school schedules and a continually changing normal.  We are faced 
with vivid examples of climate change considering the high amount of named tropical 
storms early in the hurricane season and the tragedies of the immense fires devastating 
our west coast states. We are overwhelmed with the divisive political climate lacking 
civility and discourse to solve these many problems facing all of us and those we love. 
And we see our nation fighting for equal rights for all citizens – our black and brown 
citizens, as stated in our Constitution.  We no longer will tolerate this wrong. 

 

The outer world is far from peaceful, but a state of inner peace is available to all 
through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  It is a promise we can always trust, a promise of truth, 
goodness, and unconditional love. It is His promise to us.  “Be still and know that I am 
God.” (Ps 46:10)    

 

We need to let God fill our being with His peace.  The words of Psalms and 2 Peter tell 
us this.  He is everlasting and He wants us to know that His plan for each of our lives is 
always in process.   

 

We must look to Him to feel peace, a peace that our environment will never be able to 
provide. It is an impossible task to find peace on our own.  As we yearn for Advent, the 
coming of Lord Jesus, allow yourself to be filled with this inner peace. 

 

Prayer: Dearest Lord Jesus, we cannot wait for your birth to fill us and with the truest 
form of peace.  Let us be open to Your loving care and peace and help us to share these 
gifts with others.  Amen. 

        Averril Royer Good 



Thursday, December 10, 2020                                2 Peter 3:14  
 
Bible Passage:  "…Strive to be found by him in peace..."   
 
Reflection:  May the peace of Christ be with you today.  I am amazed by all the passag-
es in the Bible that refer to the peace of God in all kinds of situations.  Our text in 2 Pe-
ter 3:14 says, "Strive to be found by Him in peace."  The passage is referring to the 
promise of the Lord's coming again in the future.  The Scripture says that before Christ 
appears again there will be doubts, selfish desires, lawlessness, destruction of all 
kinds.  But we are called to be at peace with God, peace with our neighbor, peace within 
ourselves.  In the midst of the present pandemic with the coronavirus, God still helps us 
to be at peace. Let us pause for a moment and ask ourselves, "Where do we see places in 
our lives where God is calling us to be at peace in Christ?  
 
During the Advent Season we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Why?  Because it is God's 
revelation of Himself to the world and to each one of us.  And we look forward to the 
coming of Christ again in the future.  We live with the promise of eternal life with 
God.  This life is not the end but the beginning of something far better.  When Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem, the Angels came to the Shepherds in the fields saying, "Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors."  God 
favors each one of us.  God wants the best for us.  You are not an accident.  We are alive 
because God created us for a purpose.  This is a great promise of hope we need to hear 
today. 
  
Let me challenge you today with the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:9, where it says, 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God."  In what way are 
you being called to be a peacemaker for Christ?  When there is conflict, different opin-
ions, hostility, health issues, in what way has God called you to be striving for peace in 
all things?   
 
Merry Christmas!  The peace of Christ be with you today, and always.   
 
Prayer:  Sovereign God, help us not to worry but to be at peace with Christ in all 
things.  Help us to be at peace with our neighbors, those living in our world and for 
peace within ourselves.   
Thank you for revealing yourself to us in Christ our Lord.    Amen.   
 
      Rev. Dr. Bob Burns, Parish Associate 

 



Friday,  December 11, 2020        2 Peter 3: 13 
 
Bible Passage:  “But God made a promise to us.  And we are waiting for what He 
promised – a new heaven, and a new earth where goodness lives.” 
 
Reflection:  “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”  
This has been a census year for us in the United States. How easy; fill out a straight-
forward form online. Of course, if you forgot, there might be a knock on your door and 
a personal visit from a census taker. Annoying, but not dangerous. 
 
That was not the case for Mary and Joseph. Their census required a rigorous journey of 
almost 100 miles from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. If they didn’t go, the 
consequences from the Roman Governor could have been deadly. If they did go, there 
were rebels fighting the Roman occupation and the census and they also could prove 
deadly.  
 
Joseph hoped to stay with family in Bethlehem but, with Mary very pregnant and they 
not married, as we know, that turned out to be a problem.  
 
One wonders if after Baby Jesus was born and in Mary’s arms, while Joseph cleaned 
things up, were they at peace remembering the Angels visit nine months before or still 
shaking from the trauma of the childbirth experience. How reassured they must have 
been when the excited shepherds arrived and told them of their own Angelic visit and 
the Heavenly Hosts proclaiming “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (NIV) Or, as interpreted by Eugene Peterson 
in the Message, “Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.” 
 
As we ponder the second Advent candle, the Peace candle, we understand that we still 
do not live in a time of peace. The Peace of which the angels spoke, the Peace of Christ, 
has to be in us and come from us as we follow Jesus in our daily lives. 
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we once again prepare to celebrate the birth of Your Son, 
Jesus, open our hearts and minds to His Peace and Your Promises. Amen 
 
        Jerry Rothacker, Elder 



Saturday, December 12, 2020     Isaiah 40: 8, 11 

Bible Passage: “The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever.  …He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms…” 

Reflection: These are unsettling times.  As I write this, just this morning we learned 
about another shooting involving a person of color and a police officer in a mid-western 
city… a black man shot seven times!  More protests, quite naturally, will follow, some 
non-violent but with others we may witness more looting, violence, and the destruction 
of property.  Will this never end?   

Now we have not been able to escape this mayhem in Lancaster. In this moment as I 
continue writing, another minority was shot and killed on OUR streets followed by pro-
tests and arrests.  Yes, different circumstances involving mental illness but violence, 
nonetheless.    

And when will I be able greet someone with a hug or handshake?  When will I be able 
to go about my daily routine without interacting among others through a mask and/or 
Plexiglas?  Will the day come when I no longer must wonder who was vaccinated and 
who was not? 

We are becoming more and more divided into “warring” camps--liberals vs. conserva-
tives, Democrats vs. Republicans, haves vs. have-nots.  Will there ever be compassion, 
cooperation, equality, and peace? 

The simple and most truthful answer is we don’t know.  But Isaiah provides a message 
and measure of comfort.  Put your trust in God!  Just as he sent Cyrus, his precipitating 
agent as reported in Isaiah, to free the Jews from Babylon, He will deliver us.  We will 
not always understand but even through tumultuous times God’s promise to care for us 
“will stand forever.”  Metaphorically He will care for us, his flock. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, give us the peace that passeth all understanding.  Amen. 

         John Hershey   

 



December 13, 2020           Third Sunday of Advent 
 

What is joy? 
 
 
Emerson  - It's like happiness. I feel joy when I give people gifts. 
 
Hutchins - I feel joy when I play video games and spend time with people. 
 
Caroline – getting something you’ve always wanted!  Joy is something that is an emo-
tion or something that you feel like when you are happy, or excited or something. 
 
Maggie – the feeling I get when I snuggle with my parents in bed every night and we 
talk about everything 
 
Maisie – Joy is happiness.  What gives me joy?  My family and my silly brother. 
 
Calvin – Joy means happy and grateful to me. 
 
Ms. Laurie – “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!”  Joy is laughter, smiles 
and warmth, even when there are tears, crying and sadness.  Being able to find happi-
ness amidst the sorrow and goodness, amidst the bad things in life; it is what Jesus 
brings to us. 
 
Will -  Joy is the constant wonder and celebration of God’s love and the gift of life 
 
 
 
 
 



December 14, 2020                                                                                  Isaiah 61: 1, 10 
 

Bible Passage:  “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to preach good news… ”  “I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices 
in my God, for he has clothed me...” 
 
Reflection:  I have been blessed, and I have been appointed to share the good news 
with others that they, too, have been blessed. 
   
The New King James Version sub-titles Isaiah 61 "The Good News of Salvation." This 
chapter is later referenced in Luke 4:17.  Having gone back to Nazareth, Jesus went up 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath day.  When he stood to read, the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him.  He unrolled it, read a portion of this chapter, gave the scroll 
back to the attendant, and sat down. 
 
Jesus seems to be intimating the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  We, as Christians, 
believe in Him as the fulfillment of that prophecy.  What implications does this have 
for us?  
 
At one point, Jesus exhorted his disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.  Does this same exhortation not apply to us as well?  
 
It is interesting that Isaiah 61 ends with some glorious declarations such as “he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation” and “God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all nations”, yet begins with declarations such as “the 
Lord has appointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek” and “to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness.” 
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, let us rejoice in the good 
news that we have received, but also recognize our responsibility to go forth and pro-
claim that good news.  May our joy and gratitude be revealed in both our words and our 
deeds.  Amen. 
         Larry Ewing 

 
 

Joy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_King_James_Version


Tuesday, December 15, 2020    1 Thessalonians 5: 16-21 

 

Bible Passage: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstanc-
es; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you…hold fast to what is good.” 

Reflection:  Have you opened any “early Christmas presents.”  When my kids were 
small, they looked for any presents that might be hidden.  Finding a good hiding place 
was difficult.  Once one of my boys discovered the place and then went to bring his 
brother to see the discovery.  I scrambled to relocate those few gifts and, in the nick of 
time, re-hid them.  Surprise and confusion followed.  Unlike me, God does not want to 
re-hide the gifts he gives us.  He wants us to use them right now.   

Joy, prayer and thanksgiving are just some of the gifts we have through Jesus!  Discov-
er God’s gifts while you wait for the birth of Jesus and continue using them every day 
throughout the year. Unwrap all God’s gracious gifts given through Christ Jesus and 
practice using them always but especially when troubles arise.  

When we reflect on what brings us joy in our lives, we think of the good times we have 
spent with those we love, the beauty of nature and our ability to do the things we enjoy.  
God wants us to be joyful even when life throws problems our way, and this year, we 
had many problems that could steal our joy.  Thank God for technology to connect us 
with others and to facilitate our worship.  Perhaps God has used this time to show us 
what is really important.   

Prayer:  Dear Lord, help us remember to rejoice always.  As we recognize the gifts 
you have given us to use right now, let us see the joy in living a life that is pleasing to 
you and to not take the little things for granted.  This year, guide us as we practice your 
wonderful gifts of prayer, love and joy. AMEN 

        Donna Benson, Elder 



December 16, 2020       Psalm 126: 6 
 
Bible Passage: “He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, bringing in the sheaves with him.” 
 
Reflection:  It was the winter of 1983.  Just married the spring before and living in North Jer-
sey, I found myself teaching Junior High Sunday School and winter meant it was time for the 
youth retreat.  I developed a curriculum called “The Gospel According to E.T.”, based on a 
magazine article.  I remember drawing many parallels about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
with E.T.’s story. 
 
While E.T. visited earth, he performed the miracle healing the cut on a child’s hand and plants 
withered when he touched them – just like Jesus.  He had children on bikes flying through the 
air; Jesus walked on water and after his resurrection. Jesus walked through walls.   
 
During E.T’s last days on earth, the children denied his existence, authorities searched for him 
at night to do him harm, he died, then he suddenly came to life and went back to his home, go-
ing up from the earth. Sound familiar? In the end, E.T. just wanted to go home. 
 
In our scripture today, we are reminded of the joy of going home.  That is, some day in the fu-
ture. The Psalm tells us that although life here on earth is not easy, this is the time to sow seeds.  
Jesus made things better for people in their day-to-day existence, not just by miracles, but also 
by teaching though kind words and deeds. What kind of seeds will you sow?  Whose life can 
you touch today to make their day blessed?  
 
The great gospel song “Bringing in the Sheaves” is one of those songs I sang as a child (No, I 
was not raised Presbyterian!)  Verse two follows- 

Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 
Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze; 

By and by the harvest, and the labor ended, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

 
We are all called to sow, even in times of Covid shadows, not fearing the stuff around us.  God 
promises that in the end we will come home rejoicing. The movie character E.T. came and left 
this world supernaturally, light coming from his finger and a smile on his face.  He rejoiced at 
going home. Our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, the light of the world, came down to earth, died 
for our sins and then was raised up to go home in a supernatural way. He sowed many wonder-
ful seeds while on earth.  May we follow in his footsteps.  
 
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, help me to sow seeds in both sunshine and sorrow, throughout 
this pandemic and beyond.  I look forward to coming back to Highland, and singing, rejoicing 
with my fellow Christians, and worshiping at your feet.  In Jesus name I pray. Amen 

 
Barbara Droz, Clerk of Session 



Thursday, December 17, 2020    I Thessalonians 5:16 
 

Bible Passage:  “Be joyful always.” 
 

In this third week of Advent we light the candle of “joy.”  In some churches this is 
called the “shepherds” candle.  One can certainly see a connection for after their initial 
fear, the shepherds went to see the baby Jesus and then shared with others what they had 
experienced.  They certainly had joy being blessed as they were. 
 
Advent for Christians is a season of anticipation and joy as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior.  But our joy is not meant to be an up and down sort of thing as we 
move back into ordinary time and the tasks of our lives.  
What does it mean to “be joyful always?” 
 
There are moments in life that may naturally bring joy; 
a wedding, a cure from illness.  One such moment for me 
was becoming pregnant after being told it was unlikely 
we’d have a child.  Such mo- ments are wonderful, but 
what does it mean to “be joyful always?” 
 
Even the dictionary seems to be limited in defining joy, 
yet I have experienced it as I sat crying at a funeral listen-
ing to the organ.  CS Lewis dis- tinguishes joy from hap-
piness or pleasure noting the basis for joy is God.  As 
we sat in an Emergency Room wondering what would 
happen with our younger daughter, God gave us 
that sense of peace and joy which seemed beyond 
our understanding.  Yet it was real!   
 
I have come to believe that this kind of joy, that we can always have, is because we 
know that God is trustworthy.  God came to dwell among us and is faithful – as believ-
ers we are never alone.  Because of this we can “be joyful always.” 
 
Prayer:  Dear LORD – Thank You for Your love and keep us mindful of Your faithful-
ness to us so that we may be filled with Your joy and share it with others.  Amen 
 
        Marion Drain, Deacon 
 



Friday, December 18, 2020     1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (The Message) 
 
Bible Passage: “Be cheerful no matter what, pray all the time; thank God no matter 
what happens.  
 
Reflection:  The third Christmas after we married, I required emergency surgery dur-
ing the second week of December. “I’m sorry, but you will need to stay in the hospital 
over Christmas to make sure you are healing properly,” said my surgeon. “Can I have a 
Christmas tree in my room?” I asked him. “Yes, I will approve it on your chart, but you 
will have to negotiate with the electrical engineer in the hospital to get it certified as 
safe,” my doctor told me. So, I set to work, calling the charge nursing supervisor and 
then the Catholic Sister who ran the hospital. I explained what my doctor had approved, 
and my call was transferred to the maintenance supervisor. Shortly after my call, the 
electrical engineer arrived, examined my Christmas Tree and its tiny twinkling lights, 
looked at the electrical plug and then issued me a sticker that certified to anyone who 
needed to know that my Christmas Tree was approved!   
 
On Christmas morning, Ken arrived. A Swede through and through, with his blond hair 
and beard and mustache and dressed in a red shirt, Ken really did resemble a young Fa-
ther Christmas. He had a large knapsack slung over his back!  As he walked down the 
hallway to my room, he cheerfully called, “Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry Christmas to one and 
all.” Arriving in my room, he unpacked all the packages that he had found under our 
home Christmas Tree and joyfully arranged them under my small twinkling lighted 
tree. When I unwrapped the first package, he gave me, I found a remote controlled 
R2D2 that I could maneuver to run up and down the hallway! For the next two weeks, I 
had great fun and joy running R2D2 up and down the main hall of the surgical unit, di-
recting the toy into other patients’ rooms to say hello and to greet them with a “Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!” It was a Christmas that was remembered by the 
nurses, physicians, and the nuns as well as all the patients spending Christmas together 
on that surgical unit! R2D2, Ken and I brought lots of good cheer and joy to everyone! 
This is what being joyful and cheerful means to me. “Be joyful and share good cheer 
with all you meet! The God who makes everything holy and whole and has put us each 
together, keeps us fit for the coming of our Master Jesus Christ in this Advent season!” 
 
Prayer:  God of Grace and Love, let me share gifts of joy and hope with everyone dur-
ing this time of preparation for your coming at Christmas. Let me encourage and spread 
joy to each person I meet, that they may feel your love and presence. Amen. 
 
      Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne, Associate Pastor 

 



Saturday, December 19, 2020    1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

Bible Passage:  “ Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; give thanks in all circumstanc-
es…” 

Reflection:  In 2020, a year of challenge for the world, my family had the additional 
adjustment of losing my husband in the spring. 

I am grateful and full of joy for many blessings amid the difficulties. The COVID-19 
restrictions allowed my daughter and son-in-law from Florida  to be with me far longer 
than expected. My friends are attentive even with new gathering limitations. Highland is 
strong with reduced use of our building. Rejoice always and praise God! 

 

 

Prayer:  Creator God, amid the changes in our lives, we celebrate the joy you bring to 
us. Forgive us when we focus on the negative. We praise you and give thanks for our 
many blessings. Help us in these trying times. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

       Nancy Mudloff 

       



December 20, 2020      Fourth Sunday of Advent 
What is love? 

 
Emerson - Love is an emotion people express to each other. 
 
Hutchins - An emotion or connection between people or between people and animals. 
 
Caroline – Love is family, God and Jesus.  When I hear the word love, I think of dogs 
and all the other things I love.  I feel special and happy that so many people love me. 
 
Maggie – love is a special bond between two people – a special connection between 
people or between you and something you like. 
 
Maisie – Love is caring.  It makes me feel special…and my family makes me feel spe-
cial.   
 
Larry - Love. The greatest of these is love. We need love for all of us and to share that 
love, will make peace and hope and joy. 
 
Paul - Love is the most important, because it’s important to every lifestyle.  
  
Harrison - Love is the most important thing. Because without love, we wouldn’t be 
where we are, here. When we’re out in the world, we’d constantly be having war, if we 
didn’t love each other. There would just be chaos. Love is the strongest thing to have.  
 
Jack - Without love, we wouldn’t really have peace. And we wouldn’t have joy because 
we wouldn’t have anyone to share our successes with.  
 
Ella - I think love is the strongest because you can’t really stop it. If it’s there, it’s there. 
And when you find love you will also find joy and hope and other things. 
  
Ryan - If we didn’t have love, then everyone would always be fighting. 
 
 
 



Monday, December 21, 2020     Luke 1: 46 – 48 
 
Bible Passage: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.” 
 
Reflection:  This is known as the Magnificat, Mary’s song.  In it she praises God as her 
savior, and expresses her surprise that God would use someone lowly like her.  That 
God’s love is poured out for a young Hebrew woman in the backwater town of Naza-
reth, and that God would use her to accomplish His goals, sometimes taxes our expecta-
tions.  The Son of God should be born to a royal family.  (In fact, he was, both Mary 
and Joseph had ties to the royal lineage of David.)  The Son of God should have mid-
wives and physicians to care for Him, and the best the age could offer.  Not a last-
minute delivery in a barn, to be placed in a feeding trough with animals looking on.  But 
that is the reversal of our expectations that is the Christmas story. 
 
Some years at Christmas the choir sings the Magnificat, I can remember both the J. S. 
Bach and John Rutter compositions.  The music does really bring the words to life (even 
if it is sung in Latin) with soaring vocal lines and instrumental music.  But there are oth-
er versions that are just the Bible text chanted in English or Latin.  These too can be 
moving, bringing us closer to the simplicity of the Christmas story. 
 
In Advent we look forward to experiencing again the incarnation, God with us, born in 
human form to this young woman, Mary.  Are we ready as Mary was to accept what 
God has in store for us?  Can we say our spirits magnify the Lord?  My hope, my prayer 
is that this year, in spite our separation from each other in this time of COVID, we can 
sense again the promise of God made flesh. 
 
Prayer:  Lord, our savior, our God, we ask that Your love be poured out through us.  As 
Mary sang more than two thousand years ago, our hearts magnify You.  We 
acknowledge Your power, strength, and love, and are amazed that You would humble 
Yourself to take our form, that we can come to know and follow You.  Amen 
 
         Dick Entz, Trustee 

Love 



Tuesday, December 22, 2020                                                       Psalms 89: 2 
     
Bible Passage: “I declare that your steadfast love is established forever.” 
 
Reflection: The fourth candle of Advent symbolizes Love.   
 
I am writing six months into the pandemic.  Surprisingly this has actually been a time of 
love.  
 
For us it began with a Boy Scout and his family.  Every fall a neighbor brings his son to 
sell popcorn and various nuts and other treats.  The young boy always greets us with an 
enthusiastic, “Hello Mr. Fowler or Mrs. Fowler.”  We always buy some of the goodies 
that are delivered in time for Thanksgiving.  
 
At the beginning of the quarantine we received a phone call from the Boy Scout’s fa-
ther. He had saved the list of buyers – their names and phone numbers – and he was 
calling each to see if there was something, he could do for them. Was there anything we 
needed as the quarantine began?  
 
A few weeks later we celebrated a very different Easter holiday. There was no time in 
church, no big choir rehearsal for Larry, no family or friends for dinner. As just the two 
of us were enjoying our meal together, the doorbell rang.  On the porch was a Shasta 
daisy plant and a handmade card.  Each member of the “Boy Scout” family had signed 
the card.  At the end of our driveway was a chalk drawing… two big flowers and Happy 
Easter. 
 
When I think of Love, I think of this Boy Scout family. I think of the Church’s phone 
calls to check in with us and others to see how everyone is doing. I think of zooming 
every Monday morning with my 3 sisters. I think of seeing my daughter after a long two 
months.  I think of the people I’ve called and the happiness I hear in their voices that 
someone is reaching out to them in their isolation.   
 
Love has come into our quarantine homes and like the Advent candle it has brightened 
our lives. 
 
Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, thank you for being with us during the quarantine. Your 
steadfast love as seen through our family and friends has been a comfort to us. May you 
continue to watch over all your children in this way.  Amen. 
                                                                                       
        Juanita Fowler 
 



Wednesday, December 23, 2020     Romans 16:25-26 
 
Bible Passage: “Now to God who is able to strengthen you . . . according to the revela-
tion of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles . . . to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith . . . .” 
 
Reflection: I should pay more attention to the Old Testament prophets, because there’s 
a lot to learn in how they understood and interacted with God. Although their circum-
stances were different than mine, human nature is and always will be the same, because 
it’s the way the God made us. 
 
Admittedly, the prophets raise some nagging questions. First, without knowing Christ, 
can they testify to a Christian faith? My own faith tells me they loved God just as we 
do, despite being ignorant of the revelation to come. We all live in the same challenging 
world – and we never have all the facts. 
 
Second, why did God wait to reveal the truth of our salvation? The answer is, our time 
isn’t God’s time. Unlike us, bound by limited perceptions, God is eternal and unchang-
ing. Although we learned the mystery of faith over time, God’s love has always been 
there. 
 
More importantly, Christ isn’t a rejection of the past, but the fulfillment of prophecy. 
Through Christ, God shows his love for all of us – not simply to those who hear the 
message, but to those who perceive it through faith. It’s the same for Jews and Gentiles, 
the prophets of old and the people of today. Obedience is nothing more than faith in 
God’s love. 
 
Prayer: God, in an era of division, help us to remember that we are one people in your 
love. Show us that the hands and feet of Christ are in everyone we meet this Advent sea-
son. 
 
         Kip Van Blarcom 
 



Thursday, December 24, 2020                                                                       Isaiah 9: 6       

                                                                     

Bible Passage: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders, and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Reflection:  Tonight, we begin our celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ which was 
prophesied by Isaiah in the Old Testament. What a welcome break in the steady stream 
of troublesome events that have marked this year. 

Our traditional celebrations are without a doubt going to be modified. Masks and social 
distancing will require major changes to candlelight church services, Christmas pro-
grams, holiday parties, gift exchanges, Christmas dinners and so many other events. 

While this may bring a sense of sadness to us, let us hope it just might create more time 
for us to reflect and celebrate the real meaning of this special event. 

Isaiah 9:6 tells us that God’s gift of his son will be a source of wisdom for when we 
need guidance. It assures us that he will be divinely strong and powerful for when we 
are weak. He promises us he will love us forever and that through him we will find 
peace.  

WHAT A FABULOUS GIFT WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN! 

So, this year when we actually may not be as exhausted with the frantic hustle and bus-
tle of Christmas preparations let us take time to focus more on this gift which is our 
rock and foundation and what keeps us grounded and gives us strength and hope during 
these unsettling times. 

Prayer:  Dear God, tonight as we celebrate the birth of your Son, we give thanks for the 
hope, peace, joy and love he brings to our lives. It is the 
greatest gift ever given and we are forever thankful. Amen                                                                                
              
    Johanna Gingher 

      Deacon 



Friday, December 25, 2020    Christmas Day     Hebrews 1:1-4 

Today we light the Christ candle, commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ! Four weeks 
of Sundays and Advent devotions have prepared us for this day, the day of God's final 
revelation in his Son. Of all the presents and gifts that we can give and receive from one 
another, none compare to the gift of Jesus Christ to you and me from our heavenly Fa-
ther.  

When we pause to give thanks this day, to share this liturgical Christmas day text, let's 
read it with utmost reverence in our hearts as it describes the depth of God's love to us, 
through one of the central affirmations in the NT of the deity of Christ (along with John 
1:1-18; Philippians 2:6-11; & Colossians 1:15-20).  

Today, we are not only celebrating the birth of a little boy to Mary & Joseph, we are re-
joicing in the gift given of the second person of the Trinity to all humankind, the revela-
tion of Jesus – the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Savior. This gift, de-
scribed in seven descriptions,  brings out His greatness to all of us who celebrate, honor, 
and worship him: 

God has appointed Him heir of all things – the messianic Son of Psalm 2:7 

It was through Him that God created the worlds – acknowledged as the Father's agent in the 
work of creation 

He is the reflection of God's glory – the word "effulgence" meaning the radiance shining 
forth from the source of light 

He is the very image of the substance of God – the exact representation & embodiment of 
God  

He upholds all things by the word of his power – sustains all of creation on earth and beyond 

He has made purification for sins – accomplished in his priestly unequalled greatness, a ref-
erence to his sacrificial death 

He is enthroned at the right hand of God – one of the earliest affirmations of the Christian 
faith, his atoning work now completed 

Nothing like this gift comes under a Christmas tree, but it does come to everyone 
through God's grace and by our faith. What a gift, an affirmation that Jesus Christ is 
born in order to fulfill the three main OT offices of: prophet, priest, and king! 

Prayer: Thank you Almighty God, for the immensity of this gift of Jesus, this birth in Bethle-
hem, this affirmation of your amazing love to each one of us, this day especially, as we celebrate 
the high Christology of these verses representing whose birthday we are celebrating today! 
Thank you Lord Jesus! Amen.  

       Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey, Senior Pastor 



On the TV game show Jeopardy, a clue during the week of   

September 21, 2020: 

This period in the 

ecclesiastical year 

leading up to Christ-

mas begins Sunday, 

Nov 29, 2020. 

The one contestant who buzzed in, answered: “What is Lent?” 
 




