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November 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Highland Family, 
 
Congratulations Highlanders!  We’ve put another year behind us.  We look forward to 
seeing the smiling faces of loved ones as we gather to celebrate the birth of the Baby 
Jesus.  Throughout the coming year, may our faces and actions reflect the grace of the 
greatest gift ever. 
 
May this collection of devotions -- gifts of Highland members and staff for our High-
land family – be an aid in your Advent preparations.  Thank you to all who shared 
thoughts or creative interpretations of Advent. 
 
Special appreciation to Donna Stettler of the Highland Church office and Doug and 
Averril Good for the many hours of assistance in the production of this Devotional. 

 
Highland Presbyterian Church 

Worship and Music Council and 
Contemporary Worship Committee 2019  

 
Barb Denlinger    John Holtzapple               Jerry Rothacker  
Peggy Ehrhart   Noe Juarez   Linda Shugarts  
Larry Ewing                Ginny Miller   Phil Smith 
Linda Ginn    Barb Mobley   Paul Thorlakson 
Annabelle Hargreaves   Roger Rabey   Josh Witmer   
Lee Heisey   Carla Rothacker   Johnny Wood 
 
 
 
 

Photo and art credits – used with permission: 
 Christmas Eve at Highland – Jerry Rothacker 
 Heinzeller House Mural ©DouglasGoodPhotography.com 
 Hartman Rock Garden Nativity – Johnny Wood 
 Original sketches – Caroline Chestnutt    

   



3 

 
 
Sunday, December 1, 2019       Amos 1: 1-5 
 

1The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa…             
                                              
Reflection:  Today is the First Sunday of Advent 2019! Our advent theme this year is 
‘The Faces of Christmas’. We see the faces of Christmas through the Handbells playing 
bountifully ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’, the organ making beautiful sounds of ‘Come, 
Thou expected Jesus’.  
 
We see Christmas through the Choir singing ‘Comfort, comfort you my people’ echoing 
the beautiful sounds of Handel’s Messiah from Isaiah 40. We see Christmas through the 
contemporary praise band playing ‘Let all mortals flesh keep silence’. We see Christmas 
in the generosity of Highland friends through the giving tree, through feeding the hun-
gry, through children and adults who go caroling bringing good tidings of great joy. 
 
We see Christmas through the words of prophets who have spo-
ken long go, preparing the way for Jesus. Today the reading 
comes from the prophet Amos. The Bible describes Amos as the 
‘shepherd from Tekoa.’ In other words, Amos was an ordinary 
person who lived in the 8th centu- ry BCE. Yet, God called him to 
be a prophet.  
 
There are some hard words in Amos, but there are also some 
comforting words. Consider for example: “Hear this word, you 
cows of Bashan, who oppress the poor, who crush the people in need’ (Amos 4:1).  
Amos 5:24 says: ‘But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever
-flowing stream’. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. used this verse in his letter from Birming-
ham jail. Today, the prophet Amos speaks a word of hope. In this 1st Sunday of Advent, 
Amos tells us: ‘I will restore the fortunes of my people, and I they shall rebuild the ru-
ined cities and inhabit them…And they shall make gardens and eat their fruit” (Amos 
9:14) May the words of Amos become true in our lives as we await the coming of Jesus.  
 
Feliz Navidad! 
 
Prayer: Merciful God, there are certainly prophetic words that are hard to hear. Thank 
you for your courageous prophets like Amos who were not afraid of speaking truth. Help 
us to speak truth when is needed and help us to be comforting. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
      Rev. Dr. Noe Juarez, Associate Pastor 
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Monday, December 2, 2019      2 Peter 1: 1-11 (The Message) 
 

5So don’t lose a minute in building on what you’ve been given, complementing 
your basic faith with good character, spiritual understanding, alert discipline, 
passionate patience, reverent wonder, warm friendliness and generous love, 
each dimension fitting into and developing the others. 

 
Reflection:  “Frail individuals who are no longer able to do things for or with other peo-
ple, no longer value themselves as having meaning or significance,” was my 2011 re-
search hypothesis for my doctoral dissertation. This text offers a guide for fruitful Chris-
tian discipleship and undergirded my research. Our knowledge of Jesus is relational and 
is revealed through our personal experiences, unique and specific to our personal life 
journey. The seven virtues of ‘being-ness’ listed here encourage us to live flourishing 
and meaningful lives of wholeness.  
 
Advent is a time of preparing for the coming of God’s presence with us - in and through 
Jesus. We are called to be witnesses to God’s grace and love and to live as God intends 
to accomplish God’s purposes. As unique and valued members of Christ’s body, the 
church, we relate daily to other people – each unique, each a child of God, each a grace-
filled ‘being’ with a specific call and purpose. Who are the faces you see, relate to and 
connect with this Christmas? Who are ones who need your God inspired virtues of being
-ness to gift them with a sense of renewed meaning, value and significance?  
 
Prayer:  God of Grace and Love, enable me to relate to the uniqueness and gifts of each 
face that I see during this time of preparation for your coming at Christmas. Let me 
practice fruitful Christian discipleship with each person you bring into relationship, that 
they may feel your love and presence. Amen. 
    
      Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne, Associate Pastor 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019      2 Peter 1: 12-21 
 

17’This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’  18 We ourselves   
heard this voice… 

 
Reflection:  Rev. Dr. Noe Juarez mentioned in a sermon this past year that he was 
blessed by a thoughtful devotional from Henri Nouwen called You are the Beloved.  
Linda felt a connection with the thought expressed by Noe, and she found and bought 
the Henri Nouwen daily devotional on Kindle.  Our Bible study small group, from our 
previous church in Reading, includes a friend who was struggling. She gets depression 
when daylight hours are the fewest during winter and early spring. We have her in pray-
er, and some comforting words came to mind for me to send to her from the March 21 
devotion which ended with Jesus speaking these words to us..."Come, come, let me 
wipe your tears, and let my mouth come close to your ear and say to you, ‘I love you, I 
love you, I love you.” (Nouwen, 1992). 
 
At the first Christmas, God sent his Son as a "lowly" infant for us to know as our Sav-
ior. The verse above, 2 Peter 1:17, shows that Jesus was Loved; and also, that His sur-
rendered life pleased His Father. This Christmas season we need to keep in mind that 
we are Loved by God. 
 
Especially at Christmas, the memories of loved ones and the feelings of being loved are 
brought to mind by the Holy Spirit as a joy within us, and a joy that can be seen on the 
faces of little children; whether it's because of a hug from Grammy, or of the singing of 
a favorite carol, or of even watching their own special gift to someone that they love 
being opened.   
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to be mindful that You Love us without any require-
ment to first love You!  Amen. 
         Rick Brackbill 
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Wednesday, December 4, 2019     2 Peter 3: 1-10 

8Don’t let it escape your notice, dear friends, that with the Lord a single day is 

like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a single day .9 The Lord isn’t 

slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he is patient toward 

you, not wanting anyone to perish but all to change their hearts and lives. 

Reflection:  I’m indebted and grateful to some wonderful teachers who taught me to be 

keenly observant of the world around me. Art teachers made me aware of shapes and 

colors. Music teachers helped me recognize patterns in sound. Language teachers 

showed me how to express a point of view. History teachers gave me an appreciation for 

context. Math teachers…didn’t get me. 

Regardless of what I was taught, I know that some of my interaction with the world 

simply reflects who I am. Family, friends, and coworkers know that I experience life in 

snapshots. I often remember details of what I’ve seen and heard without really trying – 

and in some cases, even when I want to forget! Some people appreciate that skill; others 

could do without it. 

Now that I’ve told you how important observation is to me and my way of thinking, I’ll 

take an opposing view. Too many people judge things with their eyes and not their 

hearts. What they see is what they believe. But as any court trial will confirm, what peo-

ple remember is often far from the truth. To quote one of my favorite movies, The Sixth 

Sense, “They only see what they want to see.” 

We’re seldom aware of our limitations and biases, so our memory is at best a poor re-

flection of what life actually is. That’s why these verses speak to me. Many interpreta-

tions of this passage focus on the Day of the Lord – judgment day. But I choose not to 

focus on the message of destruction. Instead, I hear the reassurance that the way I expe-

rience things on a day-to-day basis is not the way the Lord sees it, and not the way He 

weighs our merits. 

When we take everything at face value, we’re tempted to say, 4“Where is this God who 

promises redemption?” I’m defensive when challenged by agnostic friends who say that 

religion is an invention – and I react similarly when confronted by fellow Christians 

who question my beliefs as too accommodating. As this passage reminds us, God is 

nothing if not patient. He has no interest in punishment, but only in mercy. 
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Advent is all about anticipation, just as our lives on earth are simply the first step in be-

coming what God intends for us. This passage proclaims the truth that while God is in-

deed the destroyer of worlds, it’s not the end of the story. The birth and life of Jesus is 

all the proof we need that the end of what we know is the beginning of what it is true. 

Prayer:  Lord God, You offer us many gifts, but the Christ child is the greatest gift of 

all. Through His saving grace, we know that Your patience exceeds anything we could 

imagine or demonstrate on our own. In this Advent season, fortify us with the 

knowledge and love of Christ, so we may remind ourselves and others that God does not 

seek to judge us, but only to draw us to what is right.     

        Kip Van Blarcom 
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Thursday, December 5, 2019     2 Peter 3: 11-18 

13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 

where righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for 

these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish. 

Reflection: Advent is also a time for waiting.  We wait for the coming of Emmanuel 

and of course Christmas.  Unlike those early Christians we have a calendar, we can 

count the days.  As we wait throughout Advent, are we rushing through holiday events 

or waiting patiently, at peace or frantic?   

For young children, waiting for Christmas can be excruciating.  It can never come soon 

enough.  I remember waiting for Christmas to come as a child, wondering what might be 

under the tree on Christmas morning.  But then as an adult, it seemed the opposite, never 

enough time.  Then came Christmas eve; the service, the hymns, the joy.  As a child it 

was hard to sleep on Christmas eve, as an adult I was glad when I finally got a chance to 

go to bed.   

Now somehow, Christmas morning is almost anticlimactic.  The joy of the Christmas 

eve service is over, the rush of the preholiday festivities is past, and I can rest.  Peace is 

at hand.  I hope you find that peace this year. 

Prayer:  Lord let that peace that was present as the shepherds returned to their flocks, as 

the wise men returned home by another road, as the angels returned to heaven be ours 

this year.  Let us seek you as we wait for that new heaven and new earth, knowing you 

are with us even as we wait. 

        Richard Entz, Trustee 
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Friday, December 6, 2019      Matthew 22: 1-14 
 

11 The king came in to see those who were sitting at table, and he saw there a 
man who was not wearing a wedding garment. 1 ‘Friend,’ he said to him, ’how 
did you come here with no wedding garment?’ The man was struck silent. 13Then 
the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hands and feet, and throw him out into 
the outer darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth there. 14For 
many are called, but few are chosen’ 

 
Reflection:  When I was a kid, I loved school.  But there was one thing I dreaded…gym 
class when we played softball.  Two “captains” were appointed by the teacher.  They 
chose who would be on each side. I was always the last person.  I felt horrible. It is 
tough not to be wanted in the playground! 
 
Our parable today is about called versus chosen and not wearing a wedding garment.  
What does that mean, many are called but few are chosen? And what is the big deal 
about a wedding garment? I have always struggled with this.  William Barclay says: 
“The way in which a man comes to anything demonstrates the spirit in which he 
comes… This parable has nothing to do with the clothes in which we go to church; it 
has everything to do with the spirit in which we go to God's house…. there are garments 
of the mind and of the heart and of the soul--the garment of expectation, the garment of 
humble penitence, the garment of faith, the garment of reverence--and these are the gar-
ments without which we ought not to approach God. Too often we go to God's house 
with no preparation at all.”   
 
Interesting!  I am so often going to church with a list of things to do and people to talk 
with.  I need to slow down and prepare my heart for worship. I need to prepare my inner 
self to spend time with God. That is the face of Christmas this passage conjures up – a 
face reverently focused upwards, focused on their Lord and Savior… expectant, humble 
and faithful.  Just going through the motions on Sunday morning does not develop a re-
lationship with God; it does not provide us with a wedding garment. 
 
In sixth grade, the eye doctor prescribed me with glasses. Now I could see the ball com-
ing. Suddenly, I was not the last to be put on a team. I was chosen. This parable is like 
the eye doctor – telling us how to be in right relationship with God - to set our mind and 
heart and soul on Jesus. With this lens, we will see the ball. 
 
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, I pray you watch over the Highland church family during 
this busy holiday season.  Help us “keep our eye on the ball” - the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus.  Help me set aside the time to prepare for worship each Sunday, putting 
on the garment of expectation, humble penitence, faith and reverence.  In Jesus name I 
pray. Amen 
       Barbara Droz, Clerk 
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Saturday, December 7, 2019           Jude 17-25 

21Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

Reflection:  What is on your mind today, December 7, as an American citizen in the 

year 2019?  Are you immersed in Advent, in the joy of celebrating Jesus’s birth?  Prob-

ably.  It’s a seasonal and a spiritual thing, to some extent.  We worship each week at 

Highland – and elsewhere, depending on where you spend your calendar year – and we 

are now attuned to all the joyful signs of Christmas.  The carols and the decorations can 

purvey some positive vibes.   

At the same time, there is tension in the fabric of our daily lives.  Maybe we see differ-

ent instances, and maybe we feel it in different ways.  There is no shortage of divisive 

politics and culture today, proclamations of entitlement, anger, name-calling, and deri-

sion in multiple directions.  Whatever the true identity of the writer of the Book of Jude 

– and apparently, there is some debate among scholars – it is conceivable that his single

-chapter epistle warns against teachings (at the time) but probably more broadly, influ-

ences that may seek to divide us or corrupt our good intentions towards others.  If you 

are thinking of others in need at this time of joy and celebration, and giving to others in 

selfless joy, then you are doing as Jude implored.  And if you are not, take a moment 

today to focus on what mattered to Jesus.  Read The Beatitudes (Matthew 5) again, and 

again, and resolve to refresh a perspective measured by Jesus’s words on what really 

matters. 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for gift of your son, Jesus.  Thank you for 

our faith, a gift from you, which we must nurture by living as Jesus taught us.  Help us 

now and in the year to come to be not just generous but selfless in the faithful pursuit of 

serving others.  Amen. 

      

   Ben Pember 
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Sunday, December 8, 2019     Luke 1: 57-68 

63to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, ‘His name is John.’ Immediately his 

mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 

Reflection: What would it be like to be mute for months all because of a little bitty 

question for an angel (who just so happened to be Gabriel). It all boiled down to the fact 

that the question Zechariah asked revealed his unbelief in God’s plan. Haven’t we all 

done the same at least once, through words revealed our own unbelief of the omnipo-

tence and omniscience of God? I think about times when I have spoken words of doubt, 

discouragement, and, yes, even complaint to God, and there was seemingly no conse-

quence. Maybe a day or two of muteness would have taught me the perfect lesson!  Why 

would just a simple question have such a rigid consequence? 

In the grand scheme of things, John’s words would bring many 

to the feet of our Savior and Lord. Maybe God was telling us 

through Zechariah that our speech can be a revelation, just 

like the words of John would be to the people. Perhaps the story 

only makes sense when Zechari- ah receives his voice back and 

writes “John” on the tablet demonstrating that he truly be-

lieves the angel’s words.  

Back to the original question, what would it be like to be 

mute? Maybe words take on a more important quality when they are not available. May-

be thoughts become more poignant with less mental verbiage. Maybe depth of meaning 

becomes more than trying to expound eloquently for our own benefit. Especially during 

Advent we would miss the chance to sing, pray, love with our voices. Maybe we would 

get down to what is really and truly important, like Zechariah when he could finally 

speak. He praised God! Is anything more important than that? 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank you for allowing us to use our voices to praise you, believing 

in your love to us through Jesus, Amen 

         DeeDee Rabey 
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Monday, December 9, 2019      Revelation 1: 1-8 

7Look, he is coming on the clouds! Everyone will see him, including those who 

pierced him.  All peoples on earth will mourn over him.  So shall it be!  8 ‘I am 

the first and the last,’ says the Lord God Almighty, who is, who was, and who is 

to come.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer:  Our God, who sent Jesus into the world to show us the way, thank you for this 
incredible gift.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, remind us that He will 
come again. Forgive us when we go astray, and help us prepare for the time when He 
comes again with the clouds.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
         Nancy Mudloff 
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019     Matthew 22: 34-46 
 

37You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and 
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself. 

 
Reflection:  It seems odd at first to find the passage known as The Great Commandment 
(which actually is made up of two commandments on which Jesus places equal value) as 
a text for Advent devotion. Isn’t this the season to celebrate the birth of Jesus, not to fo-
cus on words spoken in the last week of his earthly ministry? On further reflection, 
though, this passage is always in season, always worth hearing again amidst the crazi-
ness of the Holidays. Remember that Christmas is really just a birthday celebration, the 
beginning of the story. The heart of the matter is found in these words and Jesus’s other 
teachings, not in the manger.  
 
I always come back to this text because it calls us to love God with all of our faculties--
not just with emotion, not just with intellect, but with everything that we have. It also 
challenges us to focus beyond our relationship with God on to how we relate to our fel-
low human beings. We are to love them just as we love ourselves. Though our current 
environment seems to want to emphasize the differences among us, religious and other-
wise, it is worth remembering that these Commandments are something all Christians 
should agree on. They are at the center of our faith.  One recent commentator wrote that 
he didn’t want to hear any more about the issues that divide us until we can all get these 
two commandments right. After we get good at loving God and our neighbor, we can 
debate the finer points of theology. 
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, keep our focus always on loving You and our neighbors. 
Everything else is details. 
   
      Leigh Shuman, Elder 
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Wednesday, December 11, 2019      Matthew 23: 1-12  
 

11The greatest among you will be your servant.  12All who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted." 

 
Reflection:  Humble. This is not a word that is easy to explain.  It also has different 
meanings and can be used to describe a variety of people and circumstances.  But, a few 
things come to my mind when I hear that word.  The first thing I think about is 
"Chicken".  No, not the animal or food, but a man named "Chicken" who I met in 9th 
grade when I was on my first mission trip.  We were in Matewan, WV.  My small group 
was supposed to help build a retaining wall for a sweet couple - Opal and Chicken - and 
their grandkids.  Growing up in a middle class family, I had the privilege of never hav-
ing to worry about money.  If I needed something, if I wanted to go somewhere, what-
ever the circumstance, we were blessed to be able to do it without much trouble.  So, 
when I set foot in Chicken's house, I was taken aback.  It was a terrible shock.  A buck-
et for a toilet, dirt floors, house falling down around them, trash piled up outside - and 
all we were supposed to do that week was build a retaining wall so his "house" wouldn't 
wash away when it stormed.  I kept to my group most of the week, but I was able to 
catch glimpses into the life that Chicken led - along with his wife and grandkids.  His 
elementary age grandkids had few pieces of clothing, ran around barefoot and had no 
toys.  Chicken grew herbs and walked up and down his street during the day selling 
them to make a little money.   
 
Throughout the week, these glimpses showed me a happy man, a happy wife and laugh-
ing, smiling grandkids.  I didn't get it.  Chicken would tell us how much he loved the 
Lord and how blessed he was to have all that he had.  He always had a smile on his 
face.  It astonished me.  It baffled me.  I just didn't get it.  But Chicken did.  And he 
taught me a lot that week and for years to come.  That experience made such an impact 
on me that it's one of the handfuls of reasons I ended up as a missionary in Peru for two 
years after I graduated.  When I hear the word humble, I think of Chicken.  Being hum-
ble means "having a modest or low estimate of one's own importance".  That was 
Chicken.  It's one thing to hear privileged, well to do, successful people talk about lov-
ing God and being "blessed".  It's completely different to hear someone call themselves 
"blessed", and exalt Jesus, when they have nothing but the clothes on their backs, a di-
lapidated house and a few dollars in their pocket.  His humility before the Lord was one 
of the purest, most innocent faiths I've ever come across. 
 
Besides Jesus, who was the perfect example of "humility", who do you think of when 
you hear the word humble?  Do you consider yourself humble?   
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Prayer:  God, We want to humble ourselves to you.  We want to exalt and praise 
you.  Help us in our clumsy attempts to do so.  Help us be an example to others this sea-
son - to those that are searching for You and for the true meaning of Christmas.  Help us 
to be like "Chicken" and always put You first and ourselves second.  In Jesus' name we 
pray, Amen. 
 
     Laurie Juarez, Director of Christian Education 
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Thursday, December 12, 2019             Matthew 23: 13-26 

23You ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith 

Reflection: Jesus admonishes the Pharisees in the temple. They had lost touch with God 

and were driven by nit-picky rules, regimented in such painful detail they became self-

ish and hard-hearted. They forgot about the most important basics - God’s call to be fair, 

compassionate and faithful. The call to love. 

We live in a culture filled with Pharisee-type living – polarized by one-sided conversa-

tions that grow louder, more offensive, and more confusing as days progress. A world 

where we talk over one another, threaten each other and only listen to people with simi-

lar views. Our short attention spans cast people aside with clever sound bites and rheto-

ric.  It’s easy to fall into the trap of Pharisee-type living in 21st century America.  

I see it in me too, becoming more judgmental, less fair, and less caring. 

During Advent, we focus on God’s greatest gift to the world – the gift of love. Through 

Jesus Christ, God shows us what it means to love – to treat others with respect, to care 

without ceasing, and to be faithful to the word of God.  

Today, I ask God to open the eyes of my hardened heart, meltaway the Pharisee-like 

selfishness that’s there, and help me lift Christ and Christ’s love for others to the fore-

front of my life.   

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
I want to see You 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 

Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy. 

~ from “Open the Eyes of My Heart” by Michael W. Smith 

Prayer: Dear Gracious and Loving God – Give us strength to be true and full Chris-

tians.   Help us live our lives with fairness, compassion and purpose that shows your 

love to a hurting world.  Amen. 

Barbara Mobley 
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Friday, December 13, 2019      Haggai 1: 1-15 

2A message from God… The people procrastinate.  They say this isn’t the right 

time to rebuild my Temple, the Temple of God.  3Shortly after that, God said 

more and Haggai spoke it: 4‘How is it that it’s the right time for you to live in 

your fine new homes while the Home, God’s Temple, is in ruins?  … 5Take a 

good, hard look at your life.  Think it over.  6You have spent a lot of money, but 

you haven’t much to show for it.’ 

Reflection:  Haggai is one of the shortest books of the Bible, just 2 chapters.  But I cer-

tainly hadn’t read it and I’ll bet most of you haven’t either.  Can’t say that I ever heard a 

sermon based on a text from this book nor did anyone recommend Haggai as the next 

focus for my Bible study group.  So, who is this guy Haggai, and can he really have an-

ything to say relative to our faith today?  YOU BET! 

Haggai is one of the 12 so called minor prophets who prophesied to the Jews after their 

return from captivity in Babylon.  At this time, despite prior efforts, the Temple was in 

ruins.  After much encouragement from Haggai, along with Zechariah’s help, convinced 

the Jews to begin rebuilding the Temple.  How does this story from circa 520 BCE 

about building the Temple speak to us today, especially at Christmas 2019? 

God, speaking through Haggai tells His people IT IS time to get building… stop your 

procrastination.  Stop focusing on worldly spending for fine house, special food & 

drink, or good clothes.  These efforts and expenditures ultimately do you no good.  The 

Jews “saw a great light” as a result of God’s teaching through Haggai’s and built the 

Temple in four years.   

Metaphorically, Haggai is telling us to stop procrastinating and start building, rebuilding 

or enriching our own personal Temple in which God resides.  Minimize the commercial-

ism which is especially prevalent this time of year.  Focus on God’s gift to us, the baby 

Jesus, not on gifts to others this Christmas.  

I was taught that a literary work becomes a “classic” because its message is timeless.  

The Bible, including the book of Haggai is a timeless classic.  I encourage you to read it, 

especially The Message, “a contemporary rendering of the Bible from the original lan-

guage”. 

 Prayer:  Heavenly Father, forgive my procrastination!  Help me to build upon my per-

sonal Temple to you.  Amen 

         John Hershey   
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Saturday, December 14, 2019       Matthew 5: 16 
 

16 let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven. 
 

Reflection:  Marisol sits by the window waiting for her friend.  A twelve-year- old girl 
with tan skin, big brown eyes, her dark hair pulled back with pink barrettes; she is 
dressed for school in a white shirt and a light blue skirt, white socks and scuffed shoes.  
Her back pack is on the ground beside her. This is her last year at Juan Calvino School.  
She is excited that next year she will be able to enter the new high school program.  
She knows that the school is funded in part by friends at Highland Presbyterian. She 
and her family look forward to the church’s visit next year.  Meanwhile she looks out 
the window, waiting for her friend to walk to school. 
 
My friend Jean sits by the window in her retirement home watching the cars and vans 
that come and go in the parking lot. She is a fragile shell of the woman she once was.  
Her face is thin. Her hands are bent with arthritis. She wears a white cardigan to keep 
warm.  Her cane is close at hand.   She is waiting for me to come and anticipates with 
joy my visit.  When I arrive, Jean calls to her husband, “She’s here!” We sit together 
on the couch and look at photos.  I lead the conversation.  Sometimes she recognizes 
the dear friends of long ago and sometimes she needs prompting. Jean cares about our 
church and wants to know how it’s doing. We share memories of the church and the 
coordinators.  She exclaims, “You all were the best!” As I leave, I see her looking out 
the window, wondering why that van in the parking space has been there so long. 
 
I sit by the window watching the birds at the feeder.  The brightness of the cardinals 
against the snow looks like a Christmas card.  I look forward to my family coming 
home for the holiday.  My grandchildren send me “links” to what they’d like for 
Christmas. Last year I asked my son what he’d like for Christmas.  He said,” The best 
gifts are handmade. We could use some placemats.  We use the others you gave us all 
the time.” This was the week before Christmas.  Does he have any idea how long it 
takes me to make a handmade gift? They like seeing Grampa in the choir so will proba-
bly go to church with me.  I’ve started to worry in my head about food preparation and 
who likes what and how much everyone will eat. I turn back to the window and start 
making lists in my head. 
 
The faces of Christmas: a little El Salvadoran girl valuing her education, a once dy-
namic creative leader of the church living in her memories, and me, getting older and 
loving the time with my family.  When you sit by the window, and turn your face to the 
world, what are you seeing, remembering, looking forward to? 
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Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, be with us as we look out the window and turn our 
faces toward Christmas.  May your light shine on each of us.  Amen 
 
         Juanita Fowler  



20 

Sunday, December 15, 2019    2 Thessalonians 2: 1-3, 13-17 

15So, friends, take a firm stand, feet on the ground and head high.  Keep a tight 

grip on what you have been taught. . . 16May Jesus himself and God, our Father, 

who reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confi-

dence, 17put a fresh heart in you, invigorate your work, enliven your speech. 

Reflection:  Life is a series of journeys.  Sometimes the journeys are joyful – growing 

up in a loving family, finding a dream job, loving a soulmate, nurturing a baby/child, 

celebrating with a church family.  During these times, it is easy to stand firm with your 

feet on the ground and think that life is wonderful and you are 

blessed. 

But there are other journeys that we experience that are stressful 

and discouraging – growing up in an unsupportive family, los-

ing a job, being pushed into an earlier than planned retirement, 

losing a family member, learning you have an unexpected medical 

problem.  During these times, the faces and support of family, 

friends and church family can help you to take that firm stand 

with your feet on the ground and head held high. 

One of my favorite musical groups is Celtic Thunder.  On their Inspirational album, they 

sang a lovely song entitled “May the Road Rise to Meet You”.   When I was going 

through a medical journey last year, this song gave me strength.  The lyrics – “In all 

things, God is near always guiding your way” – helped me to feel God’s unending help. 

At this Christmas season, may each of us pause from the busy-ness of the holiday to be 

the supportive face and hands of Jesus for those facing a discouraging situation. 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the reassurance that you reach out in love with unend-

ing help to guide our way during all of our life journeys.  Invigorate us to be your hands 

for others. Amen. 

        Barb Denlinger, Elder 
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Monday, December 16, 2019     Revelation 3: 7-13 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer:  God, help me to see. Draw me closer to you. Let me accept how much you love 
me. Amen.  
         Jeff Brown 
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Tuesday, December 17, 2019     Matthew 24: 32-44 
 

 36But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father…42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 

 
Reflection: Growing up, one of the best parts of the Christmas season was the mystery 
leading up to it. There was so much expectation and preparation that went into it, and it 
felt like we were constantly tending to and getting ready for the big day. 
 
Many parts of life also feel this way.  We spend so much time tending to and preparing 
for a new job, a vacation, a birthday, a big game. We prepare ourselves and take care of 
all of the details to make sure that we are ready!   
  
Our faith tells us, though, that we must always be ready. There is a mystery to our faith 
that we don’t know when the Kingdom will come and so we must prepare. This prepara-
tion is not done by buying gifts, baking food, or planning family gatherings. Instead, this 
preparation is done through prayer, loving our neighbor, praying for our enemy and giv-
ing to others. This preparation is done by working hard to love God with all of our heart, 
soul, and mind and to love our neighbor as our self.  This preparation isn’t just for a sea-
son but for a lifetime.   
 
Prayer:  Lord, thank you for this Advent season and your call to prepare all of our 
selves for you. Thank you that you are always with us.  We pray that we can live every 
day in expectation of your Kingdom come. Amen. 
 

Allison Brown, Elder 
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Wednesday, December 18, 2019                                                       Revelation 12: 1-17 
 

5And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a 
rod of iron 

 
Reflection:  The Christmas season is always a very busy time for all of us.  That is why 
it is good for us to take some time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.  We need 
to ask ourselves what God is trying to teach us during this special time of the year.  How 
can the Christmas events found in the Bible help us to experience the presence and light 
of God at work in our lives today?    
 
Over the past few years during the four weeks of Advent, I have tried to let the spirit of 
God reveal some purpose or spiritual insight through one of the events found in the birth 
of Jesus.  It has helped me to focus on Christmas in new ways.  This year the meditation 
has come through an unusual passage in the Book of Revelation.  If you read Revelation 
12:1-10, you will discover a description of the birth of Jesus in figurative, symbolic lan-
guage.  The passage can be interpreted in several different ways.  I would like to suggest 
that this text is emphasizing the greatness, power, guidance of God in the midst of evil, 
difficult circumstances, confusing problems.  We see this providential care in the life of 
Jesus at the very beginning of his human life on earth.  And no matter what we are fac-
ing today in our lives, God is with us as we see in the birth of Jesus. 
 
As I share this meditation with you, I was greatly helped by Bruce Metzger's book, 
Breaking the Code.  In our text the Virgin Mary gives birth to a son who is Christ, "the 
one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron."  The Red Dragon who is Satan 
tries to devour the child.  But the child is snatched away and taken to God.  Mary is tak-
en to a place where she is protected by God in the wilderness.  The Red Dragon is angry 
with the woman and goes to war with her children, 17"…those who keep the command-
ments of God, and hold the testimony of Jesus."   The passage tells us that the Red Drag-
on is eventually defeated by Michael and his holy angels.   
 
Our celebration at Christmas time is a reminder again of God's protection and revelation 
as we live out the Christian life today.  The word "portent" used in our text describes the 
great "sign" appearing from heaven revealing God to us in Christ our Savior.  Whatever 
we are facing today, we are being made more aware of God's grace and mercy in 
Christ.  May I suggest in our meditation that we look for ways in which Christ is reveal-
ing the presence of God to us through the guidance of the Holy Spirit during this Christ-
mas season.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Prayer:  Gracious God, sometimes we face difficult times that lead us away from your 
purpose.  Make us aware during this Advent season that you protect and reveal yourself 
to us in Jesus Name. Amen 
.                                                             Rev. Dr. Robert S. Burns, Parish Associate 
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Thursday, December 19, 2019     Zephaniah 3: 14-20  

14Sing, Oh Daughter of Zion;…17 He will take great delight in you; in his love he 

will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing. 

Reflection:  Most of you know that I am a singer.  I often express myself through song, 

either singing along with the radio or just breaking out with a melody that pops into my 

head.  It can be embarrassing to catch myself singing along with music in elevators and 

grocery stores.   

Some of my favorite happy times have been singing to my seven grand children.  What 

joy I felt rocking them in my arms and singing a lullaby as their eyelids drooped and 

they relaxed.  Even now as they get older, I sing them their favorite songs when they 

sleep over at Gram’s.  Happy songs seem like a fitting way to end the day with joy in all 

our hearts, sharing our love for one another.  There is delight in being with and doing for 

those we love.   

In this verse we hear that God rejoices over us by singing in a loud voice.  That is an 

awesome thing to think that God is so happy with us, his children, that he breaks out in 

song. I am reminded of, “Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, My God, How 

Great Thou Art”.  Can you imagine what it will be like to have God sing over us?  Can 

you imagine what he sounds like? 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, I pray that you would give me ears to hear your love through songs 

all around me in this season.  Let me listen to the melodies and voices of those I love 

that remind me that you are rejoicing over me. In this Advent season, let us feel the 

wonder that you, Lord, are exulting over us with loud singing. In the name of Jesus, I 

pray.       

        Donna Benson 



25 

Friday, December 20, 2019                                                                          Titus 2: 1-10 
 

7In everything set them an example by doing what is good.  In your teaching show 
integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech… 

 
Reflection:  Our lives, as professed Christians, reflect not only our own selves but rep-
resent Christianity to the world. 
 
A Christian hymn coming out of the 1960s declares that “they will know we are Chris-

tians by our love.”  We probably all have heard and joined in the singing of this hymn.  

It was an extremely pertinent message in what were rather turbulent times.  By walking 

hand in hand, and working side by side, we would be fulfilling the words of Jesus in 

John 13:35 which proclaimed “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By 

this all men will know that you are my disciples, that you love one another.” 

In giving direction to Titus, who was charged with teaching the people of Crete how to 
be Christians, Paul likewise focuses on what would set Christians apart from their con-
temporaries.  They were living in a heathen world where both men and women were of-
ten taken to too much wine, petulant, and false accusers of one another.  Young men of-
ten knew a great deal, or at least thought they did.  They were apt to become intoxicated 
with their feeling of self-worth. 
 
Paul tells Titus what must be taught to various groups, so that people would know they 
were Christians.  All of the exhortations seem to emphasize a state of mind rather than a 
set of narrowly-defined behaviors.  Christians were to set an example, without being 
pretentious.    
 
Everyone was to be self-controlled.  Older men were to be temperate, worthy of respect, 
and sound in faith, love, and endurance.  Older women were to be reverent in the way 
they lived, non-slanderous, sober, and teachers of good things to the younger women.  
Younger men were exhorted to show greater humility. Even slaves were mentioned.  
They were to be obedient and were to show that they could be fully trusted. 
 
Do not the words of the Christian hymn, as well as Paul‘s words to Titus, have much to 
say to us today?   Our world now is different, in many ways, but we still need to present 
ourselves in a way that sets us apart and marks us as Christians. 
 
Two questions are pertinent:  (1) Do you sometimes see someone who, from observed 
demeanor and behavior, you identify as likely being a Christian? (2) Do others some-
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times see you and, from observed demeanor and behavior, identify you as likely being a 
Christian?   
 
Prayer:  Dear Lord, we thank you for these teachings and for the examples set by Chris-
tians who have preceded us.  May we, likewise, brand ourselves as Christians as we in-
teract with the world of which we are a part. 
 
         Larry Ewing 
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Saturday, December 21, 2019     Titus 2: 11-3:8a 

11For the grace of God…12teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 

age… 

Reflection:  As often happens, God transformed my initial adventure into a much better 

one.  Four years ago I showed up to the Highland gym on a Tuesday night as an out-of-

shape 35 year-old who needed to get out of the house and exercise.  It was really all 

about me.  I had assumed most of the other players would be graying Highlanders that I 

could get to know better, as I myself started to gray.  But when the gym door swung 

open I saw a kid hanging from the 10 foot rim.  No gray, whatsoever. 

I almost turned around.  This was obviously not my usual white suburban dad crowd.  I 

remember being really out-of-breath running full court, and I had more turnovers than 

points.  But the guys were kind and actually passed to me! 

Over time, Pastor Noé handed the program over to me and it has been a real blessing to 

me and about 300 young men in our community, mostly from Lancaster City.  We’ve 

had some great discussions about all topics – including race, fatherhood, and salvation.  

The passage above reminds me of a popular theme.   

In essence, we must guard ourselves against worldly desires and focus on what God 

loves.  I started out just wanting to play basketball but God sharpened it into a true 

physical, spiritual, and social accountability tool for me and benefited others.  A simple 

worldly desire evolved into something more upright and godly.  This Christmas, I hope 

this happens for you too. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace.  Thank you for working 

through us to do better things.  Give us the wisdom to use our church facilities, like 

the gym, for your glory.  We are so fortunate that you’re in control.  Amen. 

         Pete Rothacker 
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Sunday, December 22, 2019      Galatians 3: 1-14 

7Understand then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 

Reflection:  After reading this, you are probably wondering what this has to do with the 

birth of Christ. I wondered the same, and had to study further to understand what I read 

in this light. This required me to go all the way back to the Blessing of Abraham. 

Paul was writing to churches of Galatia to correct a belief that had sprung up among 

them that they needed to follow the Hebrew Law. They had become fascinated by false 

teachers' arguments, as though they had become bewitched. Magicians and magic were 

common in those days. They used both optical illusions and Satan's power to perform 

what were believed to miracles. 

With the coming of Jesus, they received the GIFT of the Holy 

Spirit (Pentecost) and needed to continue growing with the 

Spirit's leading and teaching. The birth of Jesus and later His 

death and resurrection would have been totally unnecessary if the 

Law could save us. Instead, it could only point out our faults 

and warn us not to do certain things. Abraham was one of the 

first to be recognized as righteous and God saved him without the 

Law. We must recognize that we grow spiritually because of 

God's work in us by the Holy Spirit, not by following special rules. 

God's greatest GIFT was Jesus the Christ, and the GIFT of salvation through Him. 

Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, we give our thanks to you for Jesus and His 

saving grace. Thank you also for the GIFT of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

         Tom Whitworth 
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Monday, December 23, 2019                                                                     Luke 1: 67-80 
 

76And you, my child, ‘Prophet of the Highest’ will go ahead of the Master to pre-
pare his way 
 

Reflection: I always loved John the Baptist. The guy must have had an amazing pro-
phetic charisma, people walked miles to hear him speak. Matthew 3:4 paints a vivid pic-
ture of him, wearing clothing made of camel's hair, a leather belt around his waist, eat-
ing locusts and wild honey.  
 
In today’s scripture, John's dad Zechariah prophesies about the coming messiah, and 
about his newborn son’s role in Jesus’ ministry. John came to prepare the world for Je-
sus. John was the face of the coming movement. 
 
How are we preparing the world for Jesus? Most of us will never stand on a street urg-
ing people to repent. But “preparing the way” could be as easy as inviting a friend to 
church:  sharing our testimony with a friend, wearing a Highland Presbyterian Church t-
shirt, practicing hospitality everywhere.  
 
Modern American culture often dismisses our faith. There is a perception that “those 
Christians” are hypocritical, that we use scripture to support our bigotry; that Christians 
do not live up to Jesus’ standards of love and grace. 
 
But do your non-church friends even know about your faith?  About our church?  
Sharing the Love of Christ with anyone should be a gift and a blessing. Could you show 
everyone that you, the person they know and love, also knows and loves Jesus?  Could 
your face represent the best of Christianity?  Is your face the face of Christmas?  
 
Prayer: Gracious and loving God, please help us to be worthy representatives of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Help our faces to shine His Love and Grace, and to prepare His way 
in the hearts of others. 
 
     Josh Witmer, Contemporary Music Leader   
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Tuesday, December 24, 2019                                                                     Isaiah 60: 1-6 
 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come,...   
 
Reflection:  To me, there is nothing prettier at the Christmas season than all the lights 
that decorate homes and other buildings.  Some people spare no expense to the lights 
they put up and even include music to coordinate with flashing lights.  As impressive as 
this is, I also enjoy just a simple shining star.   
 
Isaiah prophesied about a light that would shine for all the whole world; a light that 
would make our hearts tremble with joy!  He prophesied that nations would come to the 
light and kings to its brightness.   
 
The celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior reminds us every year that God had, 
even from the beginning of time, implemented a plan to save all who believed in His 
Son, Jesus Christ.  He came to us so that humankind could better understand how we 
should live and love.  Let us bathe in His light so that we may shine and attract all peo-
ples to His saving grace. 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, at this Christmas season, let us all glow with your light, so that oth-
ers may be drawn to you. Amen. 
                               
        Shirley Burns, Deacon 
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Wednesday, December 25, 2019     1 John 4: 7-16 

9God sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

Reflection:  It’s Christmas! You’ve just survived the top shopping season of the year! 

According to the National Retail Federation, Americans just spent roughly $680 billion!  

That’s around $967 for each person for decorations, gifts and festive foodstuffs. And 

that doesn’t even include travel expenses! 

You’ve also endured numerous activities of the top holiday on the calendar. Added to 

your personal festivities, your church offered four weeks of Advent preparation, special 

musicals, caroling, Ingathering, Advent dinner, group holiday gatherings, Advent Canta-

ta, Advent sermon series, multiple small group holiday parties, and two special worship 

services on Christmas Eve.  

Pew Research says you are part of the 9 out of 10 Americans and 95% Christians who 

say they celebrate Christmas. In some ways, how you celebrate Christmas has probably 

not changed much since your childhood. But in other ways, it is somewhat unrecogniza-

ble to many of us. 

At the core of today is the birth of Jesus. Our text cuts to the quick, “God sent his one 

and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” Gift giving and gift receiv-

ing at Christmas stems from God’s gift to us, Jesus. Celebrating with all the extra gath-

erings and activities expands our depth of appreciation with meaningful experiences. 

But at the center of today and at the deepest spiritual level is a birthday. As you read this 

brief devotional on Christmas Day, pause, give thanks, pray, and share God’s great gift 

of his Son with someone else, today, on Jesus’ birth – so that He can live through you 

for them. Merry Christmas! 

Prayer:  Lord, we’ve been preparing for four weeks of Advent and now the day of cele-

bration is here! Amidst all the excitement and sharing of gifts and love, help us to set 

aside time to give thanks for the reason for the season, the coming of Jesus Christ! 

Amen 

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey, Senior Pastor 
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2019 Daily Lectionary Readings 

Date Old Testament Epistle Gospel 

    

1-Dec Amos 1:1-5, 13-2:8 1 Thess 5:1-11 Luke 21: 5-19 

2-Dec Amos 2:6-16 2 Peter 1:1-11 Matt 21:1-11 

3-Dec Amos 3:1-11 2 Peter 1:12-21 Matt 21:12-22 

4-Dec Amos 3:12-4:5 2 Peter 3:1-10 Matt 21:23-32 

5-Dec Amos 4:6-13 2 Peter 3:11-18 Matt 21:33-46 

6-Dec Amos 5:1-17 Jude 1-16 Matt 22:1-14 

7-Dec Amos 5:18-27 Jude 17-25 Matt 22:15-22 

    

8-Dec Amos 6:1-14 2 Thess 1:5-12 Luke 1:57-68 

9-Dec Amos 7:1-9 Rev 1:1-8 Matt 22:23-33 

10-Dec Amos 7:10-17 Rev 1:9-16 Matt 22:34-46 

11-Dec Amos 8:1-14 Rev 1:17-2:7 Matt 23:1-12 

12-Dec Amos 9:1-10 Rev 2:8-17 Matt 23:13-26 

13-Dec Hag 1:1-15 Rev 2:18-29 Matt 23:27-39 

14-Dec Hag 2:1-9 Rev 3:1-6 Matt 24:1-14 

    

15-Dec Amos 9:11-15 2 Thess 2:1-3, 13-17 John 5:30-47 

16-Dec Zech 1:7-17 Rev 3:7-13 Matt 24:15-31 

17-Dec Zech 2:1-13 Rev 3:14-22 Matt 24:32-44 

18-Dec Gen 3:8-15 Rev 12:1-10 John 3:16-21 

19-Dec Zeph 3:14-20 Titus 1:1-16 Luke 1:1-25 

20-Dec 1 Sam 2:1b-10 Titus 2:1-10 Luke 1:26-36 

21-Dec 2 Sam 7:1-17 Titus 2:11-3:8a Luke 1: 39-48a 

    

22-Dec 2 Sam 7:18-29 Gal 3:1-14 Luke 1: 57-66 

23-Dec Jer 31:10-14 Gal 3:15-22 Luke 1: 67-80 

24-Dec Isa 60:1-6 Gal 3:23-4:7 Matt 1:18-25 

25-Dec Mic 4:1-5; 5:2-4 1 John 4:7-16 John 3:31-36 

    

Readings from the two-year Daily Lectionary (Book of Common Worship) (Year 2) 

(Westminster John Knox Press 1993) 
Office of Theology & Wor-

ship, PC (USA)  


