
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, 
 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
      and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 
But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  
 
Peter said to him,  
 “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.”  
Jesus said to him,  
 “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”  
Peter said to him,  
 “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

 
-Matthew 26:31-35(NRSV) 
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-  CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  

Greeters: Bruce & Judy Schmoyer, Bill & Linda Forrey, Joyce Shaffer, Al & Jerry Knouse 
Ushers: Johnny Wood, Donna Kinsey, John Hershey, Art & Vivian Westman 
 

Chancel Flowers 
Dick & Rae Ann Entz, in honor of our son, Brian 

Jack Sapper, in memory of Pat Sapper 
Tom & Sharon Kennedy, in memory of our parents 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome                        Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 
 
 Prelude            “Claire de lune”               C. Debussy 
          
 Call to Worship  (Based on Psalm 118)                    

Leader:  This is the day that the Lord has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it…  
Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
People: We bless you from the house of the Lord.  
Leader: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  
People: you are my God, I will extol you.  
Leader: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
People: for his steadfast love endures forever.  

           
 * Opening Hymn #442     “The Church’s One Foundation”         
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)            Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez 

  O God most merciful and holy, forgive us our sins.  
  Forgive us for the sin of blindness  

  which sees so superficially that it sees no sin.  
  More deeply still, forgive the sins which make us blind –  

  the furious haste, weary indifference, hard sophistication;  
  the evasive restlessness, covered guilt, and the love of comfort.  

  Forgive us and save us from the sin of all sins, of denying you.  
  Forgive us of that denial which refuses to face you;  

  even more for confessing your name but avoiding your presence.  
  And most of all for coming into your presence  

  too well protected by self-satisfaction  
  to be humbled by your glory or surprised by your grace.  

  Forgive us, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 



 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
  
 Presentation of  Offering & Peace & Global Witness Offering    
                              
 Offertory           “Jesus Paid it All”                 arr. R. Sterling

   
   
      
          
 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

  

 Scripture Reading             Matthew 26:31-35     

  
 Message                           “I Will Not Deny You”                             Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 

4th in Series: Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
       
 Communion –Words of  Institution 
 

 Distribution of  Elements 
 
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing  Hymn #367    “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Thy Love” 
 
     * Benediction               
     
 Piano Response     “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”         arr. John Innes 

 

It is our custom at Highland to eat the bread when served,  
 representing your individual relationship with God.  
However, please hold the cup until all are served,  
 so we may partake together, representing our relationship as the body of Christ. 
Gluten, Egg and dairy free bread is located in the central dish of the serving tray. 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew.  
At the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may now go to Sunday school.  A teacher is stationed at the 
main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Highland Chancel choir 

Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar 
A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 

 
* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

In the event of an emergency, please refer to the card in the pew racks for evacuation and re-assembly information. 

A description of the stained Chancel window can be found in the front of the hymnal. 
FM sound devices are available. Please as an usher for your own personal receiver. 

Cell Phones should be silenced during the worship service. 
Nursery is available during all worship services. 

Sermons from the traditional & contemporary services can be found on the Highland website at www.HighlandPC.org 

SERMON NOTES 
 

Peter’s Greatest Failure—Denying Jesus 
 

Matthew 26:69-75 (Mark 14, Luke 28, John 18) 
 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him.  
  “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 
But he denied it before them all.  
  “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 
Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there,  
  “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
He denied it again, with an oath:  
  “I don’t know the man!” 
After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said,  
  “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.” 
Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them,  
  “I don’t know the man!” 
Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:  
  “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”  
And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 
 
 

Adam Hamilton Writes: 
“This is the one story about Peter that all four Gospels record—his failure of nerve and 
his denial of Christ at Jesus’ trial. Typically, following the death of revered figures, their 
shortcomings and failures are minimized, while their positive attributes and saintly 
stories are repeated and accentuated. So why would a church that loves Peter retell 
this story of Peter’s denial?” 

-Simon Peter, p.103 


