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Welcome to our Prayground! This is a space located at the back of  Fellowship Hall where 
children can listen to the sermon in a more child-friendly environment.  
Children between the ages of newborn and pre-k may go to nursery or stay in the service. If 
they stay in the service (whether at your seat or the Prayground) we ask that you accompany 
them. Thank you! 

PRAYGROUND 

BELONG + GROW 
God is doing extraordinary things through our Sunday worship, Christian education, 
children, youth, and   family ministries, and mission efforts locally and around the world.  

Fill out a connect card (below), chat with a pastor, or stop by the Welcome Center in the 
Narthex for more information.  

Name________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

 

Include me in email communication:  YES     NO 

Update my contact information:          YES    NO 

I am a:      First time guest     OR       Return guest    

PRAYER & CARE 

We are a prayerful people. Through prayer, we grow in our relationship with God. 

Prayer concerns and needs are very important to the Highland community.  

Regardless of the situation, we would like the opportunity to pray for you. If you have a 

request, please fill out the space below and place it in the offering basket or to a 

Worship Leader before you leave today.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night;  
 for it is written, 
 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 

     and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 
But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  
 
Peter said to him,  
 “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.”  
Jesus said to him,  
 “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”  
Peter said to him,  
 “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
 

-Matthew 26:31-35(NRSV) 

DENY 
WILL NOT 
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- CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  

*Gathering Song               “Reckless Love” 

Welcome & Greeting 

Ministry Highlights 

*Song           “Just As I Am” 

Offering          “How Can It Be?” 

Peace & Global Witness Offering  

 

Scripture Reading          Matthew 26:31-35 

Message               "I Will Not Deny You” 

 4th in Series: Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple 

 

Communion     “The Table” 

Prayer 

*Closing Song           “Living Hope” 

*Sending 

Ministers: Roger Rabey, Ann Osborne, Noé Juárez, Bob Burns 
Director of Christian Education: Laurie Juárez 
Musicians:  Kristina Ackerman, Rick Brynsvold, Tim Riley, Ben witch, Chris VandenBerg 
Contemporary Music Leader: Josh Witmer 
Audio/Video: Jonathan Lefever, Mark Anderson 

SERMON NOTES 

In the event of an emergency, exit through any available Fellowship Hall door  
and proceed to exit Doors #4 or #5. Reassemble in grassy areas beyond the parking lot. 

Peter’s Greatest Failure—Denying Jesus 
 

Matthew 26:69-75 (Mark 14, Luke 28, John 18) 
 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him.  
  “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 
But he denied it before them all.  
  “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 
Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him  
 and said to the people there,  
  “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
He denied it again, with an oath:  
  “I don’t know the man!” 
After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said,  
  “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.” 
Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them,  
  “I don’t know the man!” 
Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:  
  “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”  
And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 
 
 

Adam Hamilton Writes: 
“This is the one story about Peter that all four Gospels record—his failure of 
nerve and his denial of Christ at Jesus’ trial. Typically, following the death of 
revered figures, their shortcomings and failures are minimized, while their 
positive attributes and saintly stories are repeated and accentuated. So why 
would a church that loves Peter retell this story of Peter’s denial?” 

-Simon Peter, p.103 


