
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  
 Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  
 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  
This is how God showed his love among us:  
 He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us  
 and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,  
 God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  
 
God is love.  
 Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.  
This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment:  
 In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love.  
 But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.  
 The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

-1 John 4:7-12, 16b-18 (NIV) 

Sunday, September 29, 2019 

That’s Easy: 

it’s GRACE 



-  CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  

Greeters: Dick & Sue McCartney, Jerry & Carla Rothacker, Herb & Linda Hoover, Barry & Naomi Bryson 
Ushers: Michael & Karen Gibeault, Cathy Sorg, Henry & Wendy Hershey, Don & Kay Houghton 
 

Chancel Flowers 
Barry & Johnny Wood,  in celebration of Lydia Hope Fehlen, born September 10th, 2019, our newest great-granddaughter 

Bruce & Judy Schmoyer, parents 77th anniversary 
The white roses are to announce the deaths of Mildred Andes and June Lantz 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome                        Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 
 
 Prelude            “Seek Ye First”            K. Lafferty 
          
 Call to Worship  (Psalm 36:5-10 NIV)                    

Leader:  Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, 
 your faithfulness to the skies. 
People:  Your righteousness is like the highest mountains,  
 your justice like the great deep.  
 You, Lord, preserve both people and animals.  
Leader: How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! 

People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  
People: They feast on the abundance of your house; 
 you give them drink from your river of delights. 
Leader: For with you is the fountain of life; 
 in your light we see light.  
People: Continue your love to those who know you, Lord, 

your righteousness to the upright in heart.  
           
 * Opening Hymn #288           “I Sing the Might Power of God” 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)            Rev. Dr. Noe  Jua rez 

  Almighty God, we confess that we sometimes doubt  
  your ability to work in the world and in our lives,  
   there seems to be so much wrong with the world  

 and in our lives too.  
  We are in short supply of hope,  
  tired of attempting good works  
  and skeptical of miracles for our world and our lives.  
Gracious God, let our eyes be opened to unexpected traces of grace,  
  let our hearts trust in your forever promises,  
  and let our lives be open to your life-giving love of your Son. Amen. 
 

 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 



 
 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
  
 Presentation of  Offering      
                              
 Offertory         “Grace”             Mark Hayes

   
   
    
 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

  
 Scripture Reading          1 John 4:7-12, 16b-18(NIV)     

 
 Message                           “That’s Easy: It’s Grace”                       The Rev. Glenn McDonald 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
       
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing  Hymn #356      “Come, thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
     * Benediction and Choral Response                    
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;                              
    I can feel His mighty power and His grace.                           
   I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;                         
   Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
   
 Postlude   
 
 
 

Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Highland Chancel choir, Highland Bell Choir 

Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar 
A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 

 
* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew.  
At the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may now go to Sunday school.  A teacher is stationed at the 
main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



In the event of an emergency, please refer to the card in the pew racks for evacuation and re-assembly information. 

A description of the stained Chancel window can be found in the front of the hymnal. 
FM sound devices are available. Please as an usher for your own personal receiver. 

Cell Phones should be silenced during the worship service. 
Nursery is available during all worship services. 

Sermons from the traditional & contemporary services can be found on the Highland website at www.HighlandPC.org 

Dear Highlanders,  
 
I’m especially excited for you to meet and hear this year’s Carson 
lecturer. I’ve known Glenn over 20 years as we’ve met annually in a 
large group covenant prayer network of Presbyterian pastors. He’s a 
voracious reader and all the other ministers want to receive Glenn’s 
most recent reading list. As an avid birdwatcher, he talked me into 
joining him one early, beautiful morning, complete with binoculars and 
walking stick. Alas, I did not catch the bug (or the worm, in this case!) 
 
Glenn is a talented communicator, able to make every day stories take 
on a spiritual twist, making his style more like shared, modern 
parables. He’s also a gifted writer. In his book “Living Beyond the Sanctuary – Discipleship in the Real 
World” (2008), Glenn McDonald makes the challenge:  

“Join the great adventure Jesus calls you to – abundant living beyond the safety of the sanctuary. Jesus’ 
call to real discipleship – as salt and light in this harried, hurried world  will take you places you’ve 
never been and inspire you to live out the Great Commandments with more passion for God and more 
compassion for your neighbors.” 

 
In his earlier book, “The Disciple-Making Church – From Dry Bones to Spiritual Vitality,” Glenn tells of 
wrapping up a lengthy church board meeting one night when a member asked:  

“How long would it take for someone who visits our church to learn about his or her need for 
Jesus and to find out what to do about it?” 

After a long and hollow silence, a profound transformation began. All ‘canned programs’ for ministry – 
along with a focus on the ‘ABCs’ of attendance, building, and cash – went by the boards as everything 
about the church was examined in the light of Christ’s charge to ‘go forth and make disciples.’” 
 
As Highland continues to prayerfully discern God’s call, to work on our strategic planning, and to live up 
to our redefined Vision Statement: “Connecting You to Christ and Community” – Glenn will share 
spiritual insights which made his church listed as one of the 300 Excellent Protestant Congregations in 
America. 
 
I am sure all of us will be a blessed for having had Glenn McDonald visit Highland for this year’s Carson 
lectures.  
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 
Senior Pastor 


