
I said to myself, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good.” But that also proved to be 
meaningless. “Laughter,” I said, “is madness. And what does pleasure accomplish?” I tried cheering myself with 
wine, and embracing folly—my mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was good for people to do 
under the heavens during the few days of their lives. 
 
I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. I made gardens and parks and planted all 
kinds of fruit trees in them. I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. I bought male and female slaves and 
had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before 
me. I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired male and female 
singers, and a harem as well—the delights of a man’s heart.  I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before 
me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me. 
 
So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after 
the wind. I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after 
me. And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil 
into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. So my heart began to despair over 
all my toilsome labor under the sun. For a person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must 
leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. What do people 
get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under the sun? All their days their work is grief and 
pain; even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless. 
 
A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, I see, is from the 
hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? To the person who pleases him, God gives 
wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it 
over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 2:17-26 
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-  CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  
   Greeters:             Ushers:       
   Trudy & Marlin Hess          Michel & Karen Gibeault 
   Dick McCarty           Bob & Vickie Kutz 
   Linda Padalino           Jim & Joy Bounds   
   Jean & Bob Weiler          Linda Keener     
                     

Chancel Flowers 
 The white rose is to announce the deaths of George & Brenda Heebner 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome & Ministry Highlights                  Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez     
                    
 Minute for Mission       Music Appreciation           Dr. Jerry Rothacker 
  
 Choral Introit       “Praise the Lord in His Holy Temple”             Chris Yanerella 
        
 Call to Worship                 Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez      
  Leader:   On the first Christian Pentecost, there were surprises:  
                  the rush of a violent wind and tongues of fire.  
  People:  On this Pentecost, we can receive the surprises of God.  
                   We can be moved to speak and act in new ways. 
  Leader:  God has called us to wait in expectant awe for God’s appearing. 
  All:   With hesitant eagerness, we welcome the Spirit.  
                  We risk stepping into God’s vision for our lives. 
  
 * Opening Hymn #127     “Come, O Spirit” 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (In Unison: Reihnold Neihbuhr)               Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  “Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime;  
   therefore we must be saved by hope. 
  Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense  
   in any immediate context of history; therefore we must be saved by faith. 
  Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone;  
   therefore we must be saved by love. 
  No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint  
   of our friend or foe as it is from our standpoint.  
  Therefore we must be saved by the final form of love which is forgiveness.” 
 
 In our Silent Prayers of Confession consider the following: 

 - When have I tried to move faster than God? 
 - Where have I given up because it stopped making sense to me? 
 - When have I tried to “go it alone?” 
 - Where have I thought of myself as “the hero?” 
 

 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 



 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 
 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
 
 Recognition of  Ministry & Service   Jen Kutzner           Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
 
 Presentation of  Offering                     Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez     
         
 Offertory                 “Devotion”                            John Ness 
  

 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

 Scripture Readings           Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 2:17-26 
    
 Message                     Life: Working, Loving, Praying”           Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson 

  2nd in Series: “What’s Life About?” 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

 Hymn of  Response #314 “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” (versus 1 & 2)       
 
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                        Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing Hymn      “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew. At 
the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may be dismissed to go to Sunday school.  A teacher is 
stationed at the main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 

Verse 1 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
 
Chorus 
No turning back, no turning back.  
 
Verse 2 
The world behind me, the cross before me, 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back.  
 
Chorus 

Verse 3 
Tho' none go with me, I still will follow, 
Tho' none go with me I still will follow, 
Tho' none go with me, I still will follow; 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
 
Chorus 



 MESSAGES: Each week the sermons from the traditional & contemporary services can be found on the Highland website 
If you missed a week but would still like to connect with Highland on the message  

 Visit highlandpc.org under the “Welcome” tab and choose either traditional or contemporary service. 

     * Benediction and Choral Response                        
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;                              
    I can feel His mighty power and His grace.                           
   I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;                         
   Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
           
 Postlude        
  

Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar, Highland Chancel Choir  

Kelly Knouse, soloist 
A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 

 
* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

A description of the stained Chancel window can be found in the front of the hymnal  
FM sound devices are available. Please ask an usher for your own personal receiver.                                                                  

Cell phones should be silenced during the worship service.  
Nursery is available during all worship services  

After the service, please recycle this page in the receptacles labeled “Paper Only” located in the Narthex.            

Care and compassion - If you or someone you know would like a helping hand by way of a comfort 
meal, prayer shawl, visitation, or a delivery of flowers, please feel free to reach out to our Caring 
Deacons in the narthex today. 

Michael Wilson has been the Stated Clerk/Facilitator for Developing Leaders for 
Donegal Presbytery since the beginning of 2016. Prior to this, he was the pastor of 
Chestnut Level Presbyterian Church for 15 years. As Stated Clerk, Michael supports 
congregations and pastors in our presbytery.  He seeks to strengthen them for their 
mission, walk with them through transitions, and equip them for ministry in a 
constantly changing world.  You can see him “up front” at a presbytery gathering 
where he provides parliamentary guidance, at (many!) meetings, and visiting with 
pastors and congregations as often as he can.  Michael also teaches at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary and is writing chapters 3 and 4 for his Ph.D in missional 
ecclesiology.  Michael was raised at Centre Presbyterian Church and spent much of 
his youth hiking and canoeing on Muddy Creek in southern York County.  Michael and 
his wife, Tricia, are enjoying raising their three kids (Julia, Clint, and Emma) here in 
Lancaster County.  In the fall two of his children will be in Michigan – Julia as a junior 
at Hope College and Clint as a first year student at Calvin College.  He looks forward to 
reading and walking his son’s chocolate lab, Brom.  He is delighted to be with us 
during this month. 


