
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness.  
 

Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light,  
 and there is nothing in them to make them stumble.  
 
But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness  
 and walks around in the darkness.  
 
They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them.  
 

1 John 2:9-11 
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Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome & Ministry Highlights  
 
 MFM             Quilters             Fran Stefany 
                                 
 Prelude         “Adagio” (from Sonata in F, KV322)                 W. A. Mozart 
        
 Call to Worship          
  Leader:   God, great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies! 
  People:  Let us hear Your lovingkindness in the morning; For in You we trust;  
     Teach us the way in which we should walk; for to You we lift up our souls.  
  Leader:  Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise you!  
  People:  As a parent has compassion on his/her children,  
     so the Lord has compassion on those who revere God. 
  Leader: You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to you. 
  All:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever, Amen! 
  
 * Opening Hymn              “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”  
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)                  
  Loving God, You receive us into your presence,  
   and we find here a place of welcome.  
  You bring us into your home, and we find here a house of hospitality.  
  Living God, as community, as a nation,  
   even as your church we have turned away from the things which gives life  
   and have sought the powers of hate.  
  We have lived as people of dust and not children of love.  
  Yet we seek in you the grace of healing and forgiveness.  
  We seek in you the mercy of renewal.  
  In the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior we pray. Amen.  
   
 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 



 
 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
 
 Presentation of  Offering                       
        
 Offertory          “Consecration”          John Ness Beck 

 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 Video 
 
 Scripture Readings              1 John 2:9-11 
    
 Message                “Love and Hatred: A Christian Perspective”           Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez 

 
Responding to God’s Word 

 
 Hymn of  Response #367        “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
  
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                        
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing Hymn #561    “My Country Tis of Thee” 
 
     * Benediction and Choral Response                        
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;                              
    I can feel His mighty power and His grace.                           
   I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;                         
   Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
           
 Postlude            “America, the Beautiful”                    arr. Eleanor Whitsett 
  

Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar, Highland Chancel Choir  

A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 
 

* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew. At 
the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may be dismissed to go to Sunday school.  A teacher is 
stationed at the main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



The Memorial Garden Committee flies the American flag three 
times per year: On Memorial Day, July 4th, and Veterans Day in 
honor of friends and family who have served or are currently 
serving in the United States Military. We invite you to visit the 
Memorial Garden and enjoy our beautiful Sanctuary setting fol-
lowing the service. 

Sermon Notes 
 
Intro: Story of Visiting Home Depot store with clergy collar shirt. The letter of First John addresses the 
issues of how we perceive Jesus Christ and how we perceive each other.  
 
Here are some practical lessons about love and hate for us today from 1st John: 
 
 1. It is ok to have differences of opinion but don’t hate: From the beginning of Christianity, the 
 communities were diverse.  One of those difference of opinion pointed out by 1st John is: Gnosticism: 
 belief that all matter is evil, therefore our bodies are evil.  
  It took all the way to the 3rd century to have some common agreement about the Humanity and 
 Divinity of Jesus. The cannon of the 66 books of the Bible was established then. Sometimes it is better 
 to say, “Let’s agree to disagree, let’s keep learning, but more importantly, let’s keep being Agape 
 friends”. 
 
 2. Agape relationships are more important than opinions:  
  We really need to focus on relationships. What if we start getting to know people and really learn 
  their last names and their stories, hear each other’s deep joys and concerns?   

God lavishes his love to all people, so that we all can be called Children of God! If all of us are  
  children of God.  

 
 3. Sometimes we Christians are being perceived by the broader community as haters: The   
  Webster’s dictionary defines hate as “a strong dislike or ill will and grudge for someone”. Sadly, 
  there are some hate stories in the Bible: Cain &Abel. Esau & Jacob. Joseph & brothers. The Jewish 
  & Samaritans.  

 
Yet, the turning point in the New Testament is that Jesus loved those who were hated. Jesus & Samaritan 
woman; Jesus & lepers.  

 
Jesus says in the sermon on the mount: “You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy, but I tell you Love Your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 
(Matthew 5:43-44)…The Letter of 1 John says: “Anyone who hates a brother or sister- I would add a 
people who are different- is in the darkness” “Anyone who hates a brother or a sister, is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him or her” ( 1 John 3:15) 

 
Illustration: T-shirt: Birthplace: Earth; Race: Human; Politics: Freedom; Religion: Love 
 
Closing story: Author and speaker Rick Lawrence’s story of his daughters sending notes of 
encouragement. The call to love each other and overcome hate, is just a message, but we need the 
Messenger Jesus Christ, to guide us and to help us grow in our love.  


