
The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 
 
What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun? 
 
Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever. 
 
The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises. 
The wind blows to the south and turns to the north round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. 
All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full.  
To the place the streams come from, there they return again. 
 
All things are wearisome, more than one can say.  
The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing. 
 
What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. 
Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”?  
 It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time. 
No one remembers the former generations,  
 and even those yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow them. 

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
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Chancel Flowers 
Vickie Kutz, in loving memory Alice R. Goddard 
Highland Quilters, in memory of Lilykate Light 

 
The white rose is to announce the deaths of Lilykate Light, Larry McMinn, and June Powers 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome & Ministry Highlights              Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne
                    
 Video           Pentecost Offering        
        
 Call to Worship          
  Leader:   We have gathered in grace to worship God. 
  People:  God is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
  Leader:  Come all who hunger, all who thirst; be nourished and renewed in this time of worship.  
  All:   We come seeking, bringing joys, sorrows, giftedness, and needs.  
     We rejoice in the God who loves us! 
  
 * Opening Hymn #455      “All Creatures of our God and King” 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)                         Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez 
  Dear God, Thank you for loving us always and for caring for us so deeply.    
   We want to love you and care for your world.   
  Sometimes, though, the problems are so big and we seem so small.   
  In those moments, it easier to stay busy with our jobs and families,  
   to stay on the surface of our relationships, to go through the motions of worship.   
  We confess that sometimes we avoid the deep questions and the real issues.  
  Forgive us, and free us from fear so that we can have a real  
   and vital relationship with you and so that we can love one another and your world.   
  We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen.  
   
 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 
 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
 



 Presentation of  Offering                       
        
 Offertory                “Amazing Grace” 

 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

 Scripture Readings              Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
    
 Message                     Life: Working, Loving, Praying”           Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson 

  1st in Series: “What’s Life About?” 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

 Communion Anthem       “Agnus Dei” from the Requiem for the Living         D. Forrest 

 
 Communion 
 
 Words of  Institution                        Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 

 
 Prayer of  Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer                 Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez      
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 Distribution of  Elements 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing Hymn #339       “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
     * Benediction and Choral Response                        
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;                              
    I can feel His mighty power and His grace.                           
   I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;                         
   Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
           
 Postlude         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”              arr. T. Cornell 

It is our custom at Highland to eat the bread when served,  
 representing your individual relationship with God.  
However, please hold the cup until all are served,  
 so we may partake together, representing our relationship as the body of Christ. 
Gluten, Egg and dairy free bread is located in the central dish of the serving tray. 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew. At 
the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may be dismissed to go to Sunday school.  A teacher is 
stationed at the main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



  
Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar, Highland Chancel Choir  

Kelly Knouse, soloist 
A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 

 
* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

Sermon Notes 
 

“The writer looks at all the work that humans do—all the jobs and tasks and roles—
and he says “Hebel, Hebel, completely hebel. Everything is hebel.” This Hebrew 
word hebel means something like meaningless, pointless, absurd. Humans busy 
themselves with all of this work, it consumes our lives, and yet in the end we’re 
nothing more than ants, moving dirt around in circles, building up little mounds that 
won’t last long and might as well not exist. Round and round and round we go and yet 
none of it matters. 
 

And you know this voice: the voice that says hebel, the voice that says “meaningless, 
pointless, absurd,” the voice that says your work doesn’t matter. It’s usually a whisper 
more than a shout—mocking your efforts, ridiculing your importance, accusing you of 
wasting your time. It wounds you, but not in obvious, auspicious ways. It’s more like…
death by paper cuts.”  – Austin Fisher 

Michael Wilson has been the Stated Clerk/Facilitator for Developing Leaders for 
Donegal Presbytery since the beginning of 2016. Prior to this, he was the pastor of 
Chestnut Level Presbyterian Church for 15 years. As Stated Clerk, Michael supports 
congregations and pastors in our presbytery.  He seeks to strengthen them for their 
mission, walk with them through transitions, and equip them for ministry in a 
constantly changing world.  You can see him “up front” at a presbytery gathering 
where he provides parliamentary guidance, at (many!) meetings, and visiting with 
pastors and congregations as often as he can.  Michael also teaches at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary and is writing chapters 3 and 4 for his Ph.D in missional 
ecclesiology.  Michael was raised at Centre Presbyterian Church and spent much of 
his youth hiking and canoeing on Muddy Creek in southern York County.  Michael and 
his wife, Tricia, are enjoying raising their three kids (Julia, Clint, and Emma) here in 
Lancaster County.  In the fall two of his children will be in Michigan – Julia as a junior 
at Hope College and Clint as a first year student at Calvin College.  He looks forward to 
reading and walking his son’s chocolate lab, Brom.  He is delighted to be with us 
during this month. 


