
 “But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead?  If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised.  
 

And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are 
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 
the dead.  
 
But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 
not been raised either.  
 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 
 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  
         

 1 Corinthians 15:12-20(NIV) 
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-  CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  
   Greeters:             Ushers:       
   Jean Francis            John & Gail Robinson 
   Holly, Mark, Michael & William Steger      Robert & Johanna Gingher 
   Joanne & Dick Markley         Coleman Harris 
   Joan Alexander           Sue Esch 
                 Jim Provins 
                   
                          

Chancel Flowers 
Beth Terry, in recognition of all family May birthdays 

Linda Matthews, in memory of her parents 
Sue, Ron, Ally, Justin & Joey Savage, Michelle, Dee, Syd & Maddy Taylor, in memory of Betsy & Bill Groves 

 
The white rose is to announce the death of Jane Martin 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome & Ministry Highlights             Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez
                     
 Prelude           “My Lord, What A Morning”       arr. Glenda Austin 
        
 Call to Worship - (Based on Psalm 16)           
  Leader:   Keep us safe, our God, for in you we take refuge. 
  People:  Lord, you alone are our portion and our cup; you make our lot secure. 
  Leader:  Therefore, our hearts are glad and our whole being rejoice! Our flesh dwells secure in you.  
  All:   You make known to us the path of life; in you presence there is fullness of joy; 
     at your right hand there are pleasures forever. Amen. 
  
 * Opening Hymn #151         “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)                    Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  God of promise, forgive your people when your dreams of peace for all  
   are co-opted by yearnings for earthly kingdoms.  
  Forgive us when we hunger for power that brings curse rather than blessing.  
  Give us the courage to name the sins which continue to distort our lives,  
   the attitudes that some are better than others, the complicity in systems that are unjust, 
   and the complacency with institutions that diminish the common good.  
  Make us bold to live into your vision of a community that welcomes all as kin.  
  May our life together bless all creation with your shalom- a life  
   in which every person experiences dignity, well-being, wholeness, peace and justice.  
  In the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior we pray, Amen.  
   
 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 



 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
 
 Graduates Recognition 
  Caroline Chesnutt, Ben DeMarco, Charles Gingrich, Abbi Knouse, Jane Livingston, 
   Andrew McClintock, Luke Messner, Bryana Miller, Nicholas O’Neil, Nicholas Oster, Jack Rodenberger, 
  Justin Savage, Michael Steger, Anna Wardwell, Brian Hoffman, Andrew Freeman, Kyle Babcock 
 
 Presentation of  Offering                       
        
 Offertory             “And the Father Will Dance”        Mark Hayes 
 

 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

 Scripture Readings             1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
    
 Message                                “Super Power”                               Rev. Dr. Brian Blount 
 
 New Member Recognition 
  Abby Dupler,  Tom & Sandy Johnson, Betty & Bob Rishel 

 
Responding to God’s Word 

 
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                       Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                 
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                     
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Going in God’s Name 
 

    * Closing Hymn #379      “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
 
     * Benediction and Choral Response                      Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez 
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;                              
    I can feel His mighty power and His grace.                           
   I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;                         
   Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
           
 Postlude         “Crown Him with Many Crowns”            arr. Anna Laura Page 
  

Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar, Highland Chancel Choir  

A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 
 

* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew. At 
the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may be dismissed to go to Sunday school.  A teacher is 
stationed at the main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



Sermon Notes 
 

• Our Super Power is Resurrection 
 
• Paul’s context in Corinth is that people are dying.  The Corinthians believed that there was no                
   general resurrection of the dead.  Seemed impossible to them. 
 
• Paul argues that Jesus was raised from the dead by God.  And his resurrection was the promise   
  for all of us that we would also be raised from the dead to live with God and Christ.  Jesus’ 
  resurrection is the beginning of all our resurrections. 
 
• Paul argues that God created through Jesus a world where resurrection is possible not just for 
  Jesus but for all of us. 
 
• The Corinthians believed that Jesus was special.  They believed that God raised Jesus.  They did 
  not believe, since we are not as special as Jesus, that God would resurrect them. 
 
• Paul argued that if God raised Jesus, God can raise anyone, and God will raise everyone.  If God 
  can not do resurrection, then God did not raise Jesus.  
 
• If God did not raise Jesus, our faith is in vain. 
 
• Resurrection is not just a gift for tomorrow.  It has present power. 

 Do not just wait for resurrection tomorrow.  Live the power of resurrection today. 

Brian K. Blount is President and Professor of New Testament at Union Presbyterian 
Seminary, Richmond, VA and Charlotte, NC.   He was called to this position in 2007, 
after serving for 15 years as the Richard J. Dearborn Professor of New Testament 
Interpretation at Princeton Theological Seminary. 
An M.Div. graduate of Princeton Seminary in 1981, he obtained his B.A. from the College 
of William and Mary in 1978. After graduating from Princeton Seminary, he went on to 
become the pastor of the Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church in Newport News, 
Virginia from 1982-1988. William and Mary’s first African-American to receive 
membership in the Alpha Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society received his 
Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Emory University in 1992. He returned to teach at 
Princeton Seminary the same year. In 2016, he was elected vice president of the Society 
of Biblical Literature.  After serving in that role for one year, he assumed the presidency 
of SBL in 2017.  In 2016, he was also elected to serve as vice president of the 
Association of Theological Schools.  In 2018, he assumed the role of president of ATS. 


