People Following Jesus

Sunday, April 8, 2018
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them,
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet.
It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
Psalms.”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.”
Luke 24:36-48 (NIV)
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Chimes & Welcome
Prelude

Gathering in God’s Name
Majesty

Call to Worship

Hayford
Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey

Leader: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be his witnesses,
People: Calling us to heal and transform the brokenness and the violence of our world.
Leader: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be his witnesses,
People: Calling us to seek out the lonely and the lost
and those who need to experience God’s love.
Leader: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be his witnesses,
People: Calling us to be disciples to the world,
blessed, healed, and filled with joyous good news!
All:
Let us worship our risen Lord!

*

Opening Hymn 118

The Day of Resurrection

Proclaiming God’s Word
Prayer of Confession

Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne
Merciful and loving God, your love for us is unconditional,
yet our love for you, for others and for ourselves is often marred.
We allow prejudice and pride to blind us;
our brokenness remains unhealed;
we cling to old stories and hurts which impede the work of reconciliation.
Forgive us, we pray, for failing to trust you,
for playing it safe instead of following the daring call of your Spirit,
for withholding forgiveness and grace from ourselves and others.
Let your love renew us yet again.
Let the same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead
rekindle creative life within us and restore right relations among us. Amen.

Kyrie Eleison 572

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*

Gloria Patri 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen

Deacon Volunteer Recognition

Peggy Ehrhart, Moderator; Deb Peterson, Vice Moderator

Scripture

Luke 24:36-48

Message

“You’re the Witnesses!”

Easter Litany - in unison

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey

Responding to God’s Word

Holy God, we thank you for an empty tomb and a resurrected, living Savior.
It is that resurrection power that draws us to worship, for:
We long to be connected to your Spirit and your creative life in us and the world.
We long to know that our lives matter, that we have ultimate purpose beyond how we
perform or what we earn.
We long to encounter you in prayer, to know that our prayers make a difference.
We long for the courage to respond to you in faith and to trust that when we do,
transformation in ourselves and the world is possible.
In short, Lord, we need you.
We need your Spirit working in and through us
just as it worked in and through a group of frightened, disbelieving followers
to change their doubt to faith and their fear to boldness.
May our encounter with you today be no less startling, no less joyful
so that we, like the disciples, may be his witnesses of our risen Savior to all the world.
Amen.

*

Hymn 359

More Love to Thee, O Christ

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Offering
Offertory

*

Doxology 592 (inclusive)

The Majesty and Glory of Your Name

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey
Fettke

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Going in God’s Name
Ministry Highlights & Greeting
*

Closing Hymn

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey
I Will Sing of My Redeemer

1. I will sing of my Redeemer
and his wondrous love to me;
on the cruel cross he suffered,
from the curse to set me free.

3. I will praise my dear Redeemer,
his triumphant power I'll tell:
how the victory he gives me
over sin and death and hell.

Refrain:
Sing, O sing of my Redeemer!
With his blood he purchased me;
on the cross he sealed my pardon,
paid the debt, and made me free.

4. I will sing of my Redeemer
and his heavenly love for me;
he from death to life has brought me,
Son of God, with him to be.

2. I will tell the wondrous story,
how my lost estate to save,
in his boundless love and mercy,
he the ransom freely gave.

*

Benediction and Congregational Response
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;
I can feel His mighty power and His grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory in each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Postlude

Festive Trumpet Tune

German

Music: Highland Chancel Choir, Kevin L. Estes, Director of Music & Organist
A/V: Jonathan Lefever
* Please Stand if Able

A description of the stained Chancel window can be found in the front of the hymnal
FM sound devices are available. Please ask an usher for your own personal receiver.
Cell phones should be silenced during the worship service.
Nursery is available during all worship services.
After the service, please recycle this page in the receptacles labeled “Paper Only” located in the Narthex.

MESSAGES: Each week the sermons from the traditional & contemporary services
can be found on the Highland website.
If you missed a week but would still like to connect with Highland on the message
Visit highlandpc.org under the “Welcome” tab and choose either traditional or contemporary service.

