
Sunday, April 14th, 2019 
6th Sunday in Lent 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
    slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  – Psalm 103:8-12 
  
 
For if you forgive other people when they sin against you,  

your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
But if you do not forgive others their sins,  
      your Father will not forgive your sins.  – Matthew 6:14-15 



-  CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  

   Greeters:             Ushers:       
   Donna Kiser            Fred Engle & Sue Savage 
   Marilyn Felter           Don & Ann Garee 
   Faye Nye & Charles Garrett        Art & Vivian Westman 
   Ronald Lunn           Donna Kinsey 
                          

Chancel Flowers 
Vickie Kutz,  in memory of her father, James S. Goddard 

 
Gathering in God’s Name 

 
     Chimes                              
         
     Welcome & Ministry Highlights               Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey
             
 Choral Introit          “Hosanna in the Highest”           G. Palestrina 
 
 Call to Worship           
  One: We gather together Waving palms of joy, Waving branches of peace, 
  All:   Eager to see Jesus, anxious for his healing touch, hoping to receive a blessing. 
  One: We gather together, Waving palms of joy, Waving branches of praise, 
  All:   Longing to know abiding peace in the midst of pressing worry and hurry,     
     longing to be accepted for who we are              
     instead of being judged for not being or doing enough. 
  One: We gather together Waving palms of joy, Waving branches of peace, 
  All:   Hoping we are ready to walk with Jesus through the night of anguish,      
     the morning of accusations, the noon of despair, the hours of darkness. 
  One: We gather together Waving palms of joy, Waving branches of prayer, 
  All:   Walking toward Easter. 
   
 * Processional Hymn #88     “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

    Prayer of  Confession (Silent & Corporate)                    Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
  God, gracious and forbearing:  
  We remember with sorrow how people hailed  
   and welcomed your Son on the day we have come to call Palm Sunday, 
   and how so many of the same people were there again,  
   just a few days later, shouting "Crucify him!"  
  We confess that we feel a guilty, uneasy kinship with these people.  
  We, too, lack solid, well-thought-out principles against  
   which to test the latest fads or fashions.  
  We, too, switch our votes in whatever direction self-interest seems to dictate,  
   in order to stay popular or safe.  
  Remind us, O God, of the courage of Jesus, who set his face steadfastly toward Jerusalem,  
   even though he knew the fate that awaited him there,  
  For his sake, grant us renewal of your offer of mercy, unearned and undated.  
   In his name we pray. Amen.   
 
 Kyrie Eleison 572                        
     Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 Assurance of  Forgiveness                    
     Leader:    Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.                 
       People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 



 *Gloria Patri 579                    
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;               
       As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen  
 
 Presentation of  Offering & Once Great Hour of  Sharing                 Dick Entz
                 
 Offertory             “On the Lord to Jerusalem”          Joseph Martin 
 

 *Doxology 592 (inclusive)                    
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;              
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 

 Scripture Readings       Psalm 103:8-12, Matthew 6:14-15 
    
 Message                         “I Believe: The Forgiveness of Sins”             Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 
         5th in Lent Series: I Believe - My Creed  
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

 *Hymn of  Response #91      “Ride On! Ride On! On in Majesty!” 
 
 *Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical Version)             Rev. Dr. Noé Juárez 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen 
             
 Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                      
    Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                
  Give us this day our daily bread;                
    and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                    
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Please sign and pass the “Friendship Pad” during the Offering and pass it down the pew. At 
the end of the row, pass it back so that we can greet one another by name after the service. 

At this time, children and youth may be dismissed to go to Sunday school.  A teacher is 
stationed at the main doors of the sanctuary and will walk the children to the Lounge. 



  
 Going in God’s Name 

 
 * Benediction                       Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey
  
 * Recessional Hymn #89      “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
        

Music: Dr. Paul Thorlakson, Director of Music and Organist  
Seth Wickenheiser , Organ Scholar, Highland Chancel Choir  

A/V:  Jonathan Lefever, Garrett Koleda 
 

* Please Stand in Body or Spirit 

SERMON NOTES – THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
 
WHO NEEDS FORGIVENESS? 

• Sin – Failure to be or do what God intends for us as human beings – 
“to miss the mark” (Hamilton) 

• Story of David & Bathsheba (Uriah) – 2 Samuel 11 & 12 
•  “Our experience of God’s forgiveness begins…  

in that silent space in our own souls  
where we sense the Spirit of God pointing a finger at us.” (Harnish) 

• Paul – “All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.” (Romans 3:23) 
 
WILL GOD FORGIVE MY SINS? 

• OT examples of concept of God “rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast love” – 
Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18; Psalms 103:8; 145:8; Joel 2:13 

• Jesus’ central message of humanity’s salvation – is forgiveness! 
• Angel – “You will call him Jesus,  

because he will save his people from their sins.” (Mt 1:21) 
• Jesus – Last Supper – “Take, eat; this is my body... Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks  

he gave it to them, saying ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant,  
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” (Matthew 26:27-28) 

• Jesus – 1st Word from the Cross 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

•  “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves…  
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just  
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

MUST I FORGIVE OTHERS? 
• Jesus – Lord’s Prayer – “Forgive us our debts/trespasses/sins,  

as we forgive our debtors/those who trespass/sin against us.”  (Matthew 6:12) 
• Forgiveness is – “choosing not to hold on to the wrong done to us,  

nor to hold it over the head of the one who wronged us.” (Hamilton) 
 

MY CREED: “I believe in the forgiveness of sins” –  
•  we are recognizing that all of us need forgiveness 
•  we are affirming that God is willing to forgive our sins  
•  and we are accepting Christ’s call to forgive others. (Hamilton) 


