
Good Friday 
April 19, 2019 | 7:00PM 

T H E  
C E N T U R I O N ’ S  
S T O R Y  

This service is based on the Stations of the Cross, a practice developed in the 
Middle Ages for people who could not travel to the Holy Land to walk where 
Christ walked on the day of his crucifixion. We ask everyone to remain seated 
as we experience the projected images of each station, with narration, the 
Centurion’s reflection and a prayer. After the prayer we will sing together the 
verse of the hymn printed in the bulletin and projected on the wall. It is our 
hope that you can enter into the experience of Christ’s passion, so that we may 
know the meaning of what Jesus has done for us. 



“THE CENTURION’S STORY” 

 
 

Prelude 
 
Lighting of  Candles 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
 
Station One: Jesus is Condemned to Death 
 Hymn based on “Were You There?” 

 Were you there when they judged the Son of God? 
 Were you there when they judged the Son of God? 
    Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
    Were you there when they judged the Son of God? 
 
Station Two: Jesus Accepts His Cross 
 Hymn based on “Were You There?” 
    Were you there when he took the Cross for us? 
    Were you there when he took the Cross for us? 
    Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
    Were you there when he took the Cross for us? 
 
Station Three: Jesus Falls the First Time 
 Hymn “O Sacred Head” 
 O sacred head, sore wounded, with grief and shame weighed down; 
   now scornfully surrounded, by thorns, thine only crown: 
    how art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 
    how does that visage languish, which once was bright as morn! 
 
Station Four: Jesus Meets His Mother 
 Hymn “Ah, Dearest Jesus” 
 Ah, dearest Jesus, how hast Thou offended,  
   That man to judge Thee, hath in hate pretended?  
  By foes derided, by Thine own rejected, 
  O most afflicted! 
 
Station Five: Simon Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry the Cross 
 Hymn “Ah, Dearest Jesus” 
 For me, dear Jesus, was Thy incarnation; 
    Thy mortal sorrow, and Thy life’s oblation; 
    Thy death of anguish, and Thy bitter passion, 
    For my salvation. 
 
 
 
 



Station Six: Veronica Wipes the Face of  Jesus 
 Hymn “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 
 O love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; 
    I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow 
    May richer, fuller be. 
     
Station Seven: Jesus Falls the Second Time 
 Hymn based on “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 He has fallen to the ground, on his knees, 
 He has fallen to the ground, on his knees, 
    When I fall down on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
    Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
Station Eight: Jesus Speaks to the Weeping Women 
 Hymn “O Sacred Head” 
 Thy grief and bitter passion. were all for sinner's gain; 
    mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the cruel pain. 
    Lo, here I fall, my Savior; turn not from me thy face; 
    but look on mine with favor, and grant to me thy grace. 
 
Station Nine: Jesus Falls the Third Time 
 Hymn based on “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 He has fallen to the ground, on his knees, 
    He has fallen to the ground, on his knees, 
    When I fall down on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
    Oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
Station Ten: Jesus is Stripped of  His Garments 
 Hymn based on “Were You There?” 
 Were you there, when they took away his clothes? 
    Were you there, when they took away his clothes? 
    Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
    Where you there, when they took away his clothes? 
 
Station Eleven: Jesus is Nailed to the Cross 
 Hymn “Beneath the Cross of  Jesus” 
 Upon the cross of Jesus, Mine eye at times can see; 
    The very dying form of one, Who suffered there for me; 
    And from my stricken heart with tears, Two wonders I confess; 
    The wonders of redeeming love, and my unworthiness. 
 
Station Twelve: Jesus Dies on the Cross 
 Hymn “What Wondrous Love is This” 
   What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
    What wondrous love is this, that cause the Lord of bliss 
    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 
 



Station Thirteen: Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross 
 Hymn based on “Were You There?” 
   Were you there when they took him from the cross? 
    Were you there when they took him from the cross? 
    Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
    Where you there when they took him from the cross? 
 
Station Fourteen: The Burial of  Jesus 
 Hymn “Were You There?” 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
    Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
    Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
    Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
Departing Prayer 
 
Worship Leaders: 
The Centurion - Elder Josh Witmer  
Narrators: 

Rev. Dr. Roger Rabey 
Rev. Dr. Noe Juarez 
Rev. Dr. Ann Osborne 
Rev. Dr. Bob Burns 
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“Each year we find much delight in doing our dramatic “Good Friday Services” and in fact they are now being used around the world. They 
help Protestant Churches in particular recover one of the most important days in our church year and to do so in a way that conveys the 
emotional and theological impact that this day deserves. Further Good Friday Services can be found on our Seasonal Resources Page.” 

 
 

 


