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Welcome to our Prayground! This is a space located at the back of  Fellowship Hall where 
children can listen to the sermon in a more child-friendly environment.  
Children between the ages of newborn and pre-k may go to nursery or stay in the service. If 
they stay in the service (whether at your seat or the Prayground) we ask that you accompany 
them. Thank you! 

PRAYGROUND 

BELONG + GROW 
God is doing extraordinary things through our Sunday worship, Christian education, 
children, youth, and   family ministries, and mission efforts locally and around the world.  

Fill out a connect card (below), chat with a pastor, or stop by the Welcome Center in the 
Narthex for more information.  

Name________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

 

Include me in email communication:  YES     NO 

Update my contact information:          YES    NO 

I am a:      First time guest     OR       Return guest    

PRAYER & CARE 

We are a prayerful people. Through prayer, we grow in our relationship with God. 

Prayer concerns and needs are very important to the Highland community.  

Regardless of the situation, we would like the opportunity to pray for you. If you have a 

request, please fill out the space below and place it in the offering basket or to a 

Worship Leader before you leave today.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still 

in the darkness.   

Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is 

nothing in them to make them stumble.  

But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks 

around in the darkness.  

They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has 

blinded them.  

1 John 2:9-11(NIV) 

Love Hatred 

A Christian Perspective 

& 



- CONNECTING YOU WITH CHRIST AND COMMUNITY -  

SERMON NOTES 

*Gathering Song                 ”Oceans” 

Video 

Welcome & Greeting 

Ministry Highlights 

MFM        Quilters 

*Song            “Build My Life”     

Prayer 

Offering             “Testify to Love” 

Scripture Readings            1 John 2:9-11 

Message       “Love and Hatred: A Christian Perspective” 

*Closing Song                 “One Thing Remains ” 

*Sending 

Prayer & Care 

Ministers: Roger Rabey, Ann Osborne, Noé Juárez, Bob Burns 
Director of Christian Education: Laurie Juárez 
Interim Youth Director: Emily Longenecker 
Contemporary Music Leader: Josh Witmer 
Musicians: Kristina Ackerman, Tim Riley, Jack Rodenberger, Chris Walker 
Audio/Video: Jonathan Lefever, Mark Anderson 

Intro: Story of Visiting Home Depot store with clergy collar shirt. The letter of First John addresses 
the issues of how we perceive Jesus Christ and how we perceive each other.  
 
Here are some practical lessons about love and hate for us today from 1st John: 
 
1. It is ok to have differences of opinion but don’t hate: From the beginning of Christianity, the 
communities were diverse.  One of those difference of opinion pointed out by 1st John is: 
Gnosticism: belief that all matter is evil, therefore our bodies are evil.  
 It took all the way to the 3rd century to have some common agreement about the Humanity 
and Divinity of Jesus. The cannon of the 66 books of the Bible was established then. Sometimes it is 
better to say, “Let’s agree to disagree, let’s keep learning, but more importantly, let’s keep 
being Agape friends”. 
 
2. Agape relationships are more important than opinions:  
We really need to focus on relationships. What if we start getting to know people and really learn 
their last names and their stories, hear each other’s deep joys and concerns?   
God lavishes his love to all people, so that we all can be called Children of God! If all of us are 
children of God.  

 
3. Sometimes we Christians are being perceived by the broader community as haters: The 
Webster’s dictionary defines hate as “a strong dislike or ill will and grudge for someone”. Sadly, 
there are some hate stories in the Bible: Cain &Abel. Esau & Jacob. Joseph & brothers. The Jewish & 
Samaritans.  

 
Yet, the turning point in the New Testament is that Jesus loved those who were hated. Jesus & 
Samaritan woman; Jesus & lepers.  

 
Jesus says in the sermon on the mount: “You have heard that it was said, “Love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy, but I tell you Love Your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you (Matthew 5:43-44)…The Letter of 1 John says: “Anyone who hates a brother or 
sister- I would add a people who are different- is in the darkness” “Anyone who hates a 
brother or a sister, is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing 
in him or her” ( 1 John 3:15) 

 
Illustration: T-shirt: Birthplace: Earth; Race: Human; Politics: Freedom; Religion: Love 
 
Closing story: Author and speaker Rick Lawrence’s story of his daughters sending notes of 
encouragement. The call to love each other and overcome hate, is just a message, but we need the 
Messenger Jesus Christ, to guide us and to help us grow in our love.  


